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THE following Rules and 
Regulations for the Sw ord Exerciſe, are, 
by His MAJESTY's Command, to be 
obſerved and practiſed by the Cavalry 
Corps in general, in His MAJESTY's 
Service. | 


By Command of Field Marſſal, 
His Royal Highneſs 
The DUKE of YORK. 


WILLIAM FAWCETT, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL. 


v Arun i ern A — —œ — "I" th 
ꝙ— — 3 ti. A. 4. 


INTRODUCTION. 


; IT is His MAJESTY's pleaſure 
that the uſe and exerciſe of the Sword ſhall in 
future be regularly taught at the drills of the 
Cavalry, as an eſſential part of the inſtruction. 
of a horſeman ; and, in order to eſtabliſh uni- 
formity of execution on a proper ſyſtem, the 
following regulations muſt be ſtrictly obſerved. 


The firſt principles are to be acquired and 
ſhewn on foot, under the dire&ion of the ad- 
jutant, until ſuch time as the ſquads are in a 
ſufficient degree of forwardneſs to execute their 
leſſons on horſeback, when it will become the 
particular duty of the riding-maſter to inſtruct 


them in the mode by which horſemanſhip and 
the uſe of the ſword are combined. 


His 


viii |] 
His MajesTY's Regulations for the Forma- 
tions, Movements, and Field Exerciſe, of the 


Calf not ſuffer the ſmalleſt alteration 


in the practice of this ſyſtem, "which is ealcu- 


lated to give the horſeman, when acting ſingly, 


that decided advantage over an enemy, which 
horſemanſhip, and a conſcious ſuperiority in 
the uſe of his word, ,muſt always produce. 
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RULES ax» REGULATIONS 
FOR THE 


SIVORD EXERCISE. 


PART I. 


6 


1 Regulations for the management of the 
Sword are laid down under the heads of OrrEx- 
SIVE and Derexsive, whether with reſpeQ to Cavalry 


or Infantry ; the whole being compriſed in the follow- 
ing Movements : 


I, Orpensrve, fix Cuts. 


I. Derzxsivn againſt Cavalry, eight Guards, 
III. The Polxr as applied generally. 
IV. The Curt and Guard againſt Infantry. 


B I, CUTS. 


I. CUTS. 


THERE are only fix ways of direQing the edge of 
the blade ; therefore the different parts of the body, 
which may be expoſed by the unſkilfulneſs of a ſwordſ- 
man, are not to be (erroneouſly) conceived as admitting 
of ſo many diſtin Cuts. The action of the wriſt and 
ſhoulder alone directs the blade; and they admit but 
of ſix movements, from which every cut is derived, 
wherever may be its particular application to the body. 
Of the ſix cuts, four are made in diagonal directions, 
and two horizontally : the whole are equally applicable 
againſt cavalry, and may be directed on either fide of 
the horſe, but their application muſt depend on the 
openings given by the adverſary, and be regulated by 
judgment and experience in the uſe of the weapon. 


To make a Cut with effect, and at the ſame time 
without expoſing the perſon, there are two points which 
principally demand attention. The firſt is, to acquire 
a facility in giving motion to the arm by means of the 
wriſt and ſhoulder without bending the elbow; for in 
bending the elbow the ſword- arm is expoſed; a cir- 
cumſtance of which the opponent will ever be ready to 
take his advantage, as a cut in that quarter may be made 
with the greateſt ſecurity, and, if it be well directed, 
with the moſt fatal effect, as it at once decides the iffug 
of the conteſt. The cuts III. and IV. Ee e 
calculated to apply againſt the vriſt. 5 

The 


131 
The next object is to attain a correctneſs in applying 
the edge in the direction of the blade; otherwiſe it will 
turn in the hand; and as in that caſe the flat part muſt 
receive the whole force of the blow, it will in all likeli- 
hood be ſhivered to pieces. 


From want of habit in the exerciſe of the wriſt in the 
common occupations of life, the weight of the ſword 
will at firſt be found extremely irkſome. The action 
of the arm bears no compariſon with that quickneſs of 
which the wriſt is ſuſceptible; for the motions of the 

arm are ſo wide and circuitous, that they are eaſily 
counteracted; from which, in a clear point of view, the 
ſtricteſt perſeverance will be found neceflary, in order 
to attain perfection in the firſt leſſons; which are merely 
confined to acquiring a ſuppleneſs in the wriſt and ſhoul- 
der; as without this indiſpenſible requiſite, no perſon 
can become a good ſwordſman, 


— 


OF the eight Guards againſt cavalry, five are for the 
protection of the rider and his horſe in front, and three 
for the purpoſe of covering chem, when under the 
neceſſity of retiring. 1 


The principal poſition is diſtinguiſhed from the reſt by 


the term Guard, and the remaining ſeven by that of 
001321 B 2 Protect. 


141 
Proteft. The Guard covers the head, ſhoulders, and 
ſword-arm, from the cuts I. and II. as likewiſe from 
thoſe of III. and IV. requiring, however, in the latter, 
a trifling inclination of the arm downwards : It is not 
only a poſition which affords greater ſecurity than any 
other, but it is of ſuch a nature as to render all the move- 


ments neceſſary to be made from 1 it, eaſy, and of y”m 
execution. 


- 


There are two other poſitions for the defence of the 
horſeman in front; namely, the Left and Right Protect. 
They conſiſt ſimply in moving the ſword-arm to the left 
and right of the bridle-hand. Theſe guards are cal- 
culated to give protection equally againſt the thruſt, as 
againſt the cuts V. and VI; and either in making or re- 
_ceiving a charge, where oc compactneſs of the body of 
Cavalry does not admit of uſing the edge of the ſabre, 
without danger to your own line. They are alſo well 
adapted in a moment of general confuſion (which al- 


ways takes place in the ſhock of two conflicting bodies) 


to afford a great degree of ſecurity, as by a quick tranſ- 
verſe of the ſword-arm, three or four times repeated 
from left to right, the blade can ſcarcely fail to meet 


whatever may be pointed in that direction, before it can 
reach the body. 


The poſition generally known by the term Hanging 
Guard, protects the horſe's head on the near fide; and 


on the off ſide, it is covered by a guard very much reſem- 
bling the Right Protect. 


The. firſt of the hw retiring guards i is for the pro- 
vary | tection 
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tection of the bridle arm, and left fide to the rear; the 
ſecond for that of the right arm and ſhoulder ; the laſt, 
which is the Sr. George, concludes the eight Guards, 
and is intended for the protection of the back of the 
head. The Guards to the rear are equally ſimple and 


efficacious with thoſe laid down for protection in front; 


but the mode of carrying them into effect differs from 
the general principles of this ſyſtem, as will appear from 
the drill exerciſe. Comparatively with the great variety 
of movements theſe Guards are calculated to meet, they 
are but few in number, and therefore more to be relied 
on, than when the defence depends 55 various circum- 
volutions of the blade, which, in the firſt place, cannot 
be performed within ſo ſhort a time; and, in the ſecond, 
mult ever be rendered more uncertain, from the difficulty 
of execution, 


——— . —ͤ— =» — [L —p 


III. The POINT, 


THE thruſt has only one mode of execution: whe- 


\- ther applied to cavalry or infantry : but a greater de- 


gree of caution is required in its application againſt 
cavalry, than againſt infantry ; for if the point is parried, 
the adverſary's blade gets within your guard, which is 
not to be recovered again in time, as with a ſmall ſword ; 


the weapon being too heavy to be managed with the 


requiſite degree of quickneſs ; for which reaſon the 


point ſhould ſeldom or never be given in the attack, but 


B 3 be 
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be principally confined to the purſuit, when it t can be 
applied with effect and without iir. 


\ 


* 


The ade is Gterent in acting againſt infantry, as the 
perſons againſt whom you then direct your point are fo 
much below your! own level, that the weight of your 1 


ſword is not felt; conſequently it is managed with greater 4 
. © facility than with an extended arm carried above the ® 
level of the ſhoulder. Therefore, in many inſtances 4 
againſt infantry, the point may be uſed with as much 4 
effect as the edge, and with the ſame degree of ſecurity. "» 
. 4 
IV. The CUT and GUARD again t 
INFANTRY. A 
IN that part of the ſword exerciſe which relates ſolely 4 
to its application againſt infantry, there are three move- 
ments, the point, the parry, and the cut. The execu- 
iy tion of the two latter movements differs from the mode 3 
x laid down in the general rules for practice. This dif- 3 
| ference is occaſioned by the relative ſituation of the 4 
contending parties. | Y 
— LINE TAIL 'F 
A perſon on horſeback is elevated ſo much above 'J 


thoſe acting on foot, that it is neceſſary for him to bend 
his elbow, in order to take a ſweep to give his cut with 
effe& ; and this may be ſecurely done, as the ſword-arm 


is not expoſed in the conteſt. Only the four diagonal 
cute 
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cuts can be applied. againſt infantry : Cuts I. and IV. 
are made on the near ſide, and II. and III. on the off 
fide of the horſe. The thruſt of a bayonet is parried, 
whether made on the near or off fide, by forcing it 
backward or forward, as circumſtances may direct; only 
it is to be obſerved, that the parry is made with the back 
of the blade, inſtead of expoſing the edge. 


[ 8 ] 


DRILL ow FOOT. 


HAT a recruit may be more readily brought to 
comprehend the intention and obje& of the 
different directions in which he will be required to carry 
his blade, and at the ſame time in order to enable the 
drill officer to judge how far the motions are accurately 
executed, the recruit muſt be placed facing a wall, at 
the diſtance of ſix feet, but not ſo as to touch it with his 
ſword when drawn. 


Upon the wall, immediately in front of his poſition, 
deſcribe a circle of two feet diameter, and full four feet 
from the ground; then draw two lines, which will di- 
vide the circle into four parts, each line being drawn 
diagonally ; then a third line, forming an horizontal 
diameter : on the different points of thoſe lines place 
the figurcs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, as repreſented in P/ate I. 
Ag. 1. by 


This will ſerve to convey the idea of that ſpace which 
an antagoniſt would occupy in point of height ; and the 
recruit is to direct all his movements to it, upon that 
ſuppoſition: the figures denoting the ſix diſtinct cuts of 
the ſabre, which are to be applied in that given ſpace. 


His poſition muſt be erect, with his body ſquare to 
the front, his head kept up, and eyes directed to the 
qbje&t before him, His heels two inches aſunder, 

1 and 
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and his arms hanging without conſtraint, keeping the 
points of his elbows back, his right hand flat on his 
thigh, his thumb to be on a line with the ſeam of his 
breeches; the left hand in the ſame manner, with his 


fingers on the ſcabbard to keep the ſword ſteady, and 
in readineſs to be drawn. 


SW ORD-KNOTS. 


NO ſword muſt be made uſe of without having a 
ſword- knot attached to it. It enables a perſon inſtantly 
to recoyer his weapon, if forced from his graſp; and 
in drills, prevents accidents which are liable to occur by 
the ſword eſcaping from the hand, when not reſtrained. 


” 4 


The ſword-knot is to be made of leather, not too 
thick, but capable of ſhaping itſelf to the wriſt; yet 
it is not intended ever to confine the action of the 
wriſt, which it would do if drawn tight; but it is to 
be of ſuch a length as to admit of the ſword-hilt ſhift- 
ing in the hand, which is neceſſary in giving point, and 
indeed in almolt every movement in the exerciſe of the 
ſword. 


a 


In whatever form the ſword-knot may be worn, it is 
always to be looſened the moment a dragoon becomes 
mounted, in order to its being in readineſs for uſe, 
whenever ſwords are required to be drawn, 


DRAW- 
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Th Mid 


DRAWING of SWORDS, 
"THE ſword will be drawn, and brought to the poſt- 


tion in which it is to be carried, in three motions. 


* ” 


Words of Motions. Upon the word ſtords being 

. —— uttered, direct the eyes to the 

Draw Swords, 1. ſword-hilt, bringing the right 
hand with a ſharp aQtion acroſs the 
body and over the bridle arm to 
the  ſword-knot, placing it upon 
the wriſt, and giving the hand a 
couple of turns inwards, in order 
to make it faſt, at the ſame time 
ſeize the hilt, and wait in this po- 
ſition for the ſecond motion, which 
will be made by the fleugel man 
on the right, the back of the hand 
is to be to the rear. 


2. Draw the ſword from the ſcab- 
bard with a full extended arm, 
at the ſame time ſink the hand 
till the hilt of the ſword is imme- 

diately under the chin, with the 


blade perpendicular, and the back 
of the hand outwards. 


3- Bring the hilt down, to be in a 
line with the bridle hand, the el- 
bow 
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Words of Motions. bow near the body, the blade per- | 


Command. 


—— pPendicular, and the wriſt in a ſmall 
8 = degree rounded, which turns the 
edge inwards in the direQion of 
he horſe's left ear, 
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SLOPING F SWORDS. _ 
KEEP the ſword-arm in the 
exact poſition, pointed out for the 
carrying of ſwords; but diſtend 
the ſecond, third, and fourth fin- 
3 | gers from the gripe of the ſword, 
| in order that the back of the blade 
may meet the hollow of the right 
ſhoulder, where it is to be ſup- 


Slope Swords, 


A 
ya 


0 88 ported with the edge directed to 
= | | the front. 
7 When in this poſition, the 


ſword will be kept ſteady, and is 
to be without motion, at whateyer 
pace the horſe may be moving. 


* 
* 
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Words of 
Command. 
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Return Swords. 1. 


| Motions, THE ſword is always to be re. 


2. 


[ 22 ] 
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RE TURNING of SWORDS. 


turned from the carried poſition, 
and not from the ſloped. This is 
likewiſe executed in three mo- 
tions, dreſſing by the right. 


Carry the ſword-hilt to the hol. 
low of the left ſhoulder, having 
the back of the hand outwards, 
and the blade perpendicular, with- 
out pauſing. Drop the blade (but 
not the hand) to the rear cloſe by 
the left ſhoulder, directing the 
eyes to the ſcabbard,* in which 
the blade is immediately to bz 
placed, and returned until the 
hand and elbow become in a line 
with each other, ſquare acroſs the 
body, and keeping the back of 
the hand directed to the rear. 


Thruſt the ſword home into the 
ſcabbard, and looſen inſtantly the 
ſword-knot from the wriſt, keep- 
ing the hand upon the hilt. 


» By reſting the blade upon the bridle arm, the point will eafily 


meet the ſcabbard, 
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Worst Motions. On the motion from the fleugel 
Coney; man, carry the right hand from 


3. the hilt with a ſmart action to 
the off ſide, 


PREPARE 7 GUARD. 
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= THIS is performed in one motion, and done by 
dringing the extremity of the ſword-hilt up to the pit 
of the ſtomach, with the back of the hand outwards: 
"> the flat of the blade to the face, and carried perpendi- 
cularly. At the ſame inſtant, the bridle-hand muſt croſs 
the body in a ſimilar direction, and immediately under 


the ſword hand, keeping the nails inwards and hand 
cloſed. 


Let it be obſerved throughout the drill exerciſe, that 
each cut ends with bringing the ſword back to its poſition 
FR in the guard, from which the recruit without waiting for 
= any previous word from the drill officer, will come im- 
mediately down to the prepare to guard. This is to be 
continued as long as the motions are executed by a re- 
petition of numbers. 


It is when in this laſt poſition, that the drill officer will 
give his principal inſtructions on the mode of executing 
the movements following. It will caſe the ſword arm, 
that requires ſuch relief; at the ſame time the conſtantly 
| | . carrying 


| 


„ } 
carrying opt the arm to the guard. previous to very 


cut during this, part of the exerciſe, will ſtrengthen the 
elhow, . eee the ala take a correct po- 


ſition. SP 113: 
— — 
; 4 xo 
; GUARD. I. 
RE 


FROM the motion to prepare ta guard, the guard is 
done at once, by darting the ſword hand forward with 
the ſame force, as in making a blow direQed to the 
left car of the opponent. This will cauſe the back of 
the blade to be towards the face; the edge of the 
ſword ſhould be turned in a trifling degree down, in or- 
der that the fide-iron of the hilt may protect the wriſt 
and under part of the arm. The ſword to be kept 
nearly in an horizontal poſition acroſs the face, the point 
carried rather above the level of the . and in 
an exact parallel to the front.“ 


* Tt being impoGble to hold a 3 in the horizontal poſition 
which will prote& againſt both the under and upper cuts, there j is 
a neceſſity of giving a decided protection from one or other, that 
the hand and eye may be relieved from the wavering and uncer- 
tainty which would be the reſult of chooſing a medium: in this 
the lower part of the arm being ſecure, the attention is chiefly di- 
rected to ward cut I. and II. an attempt to make which is eaſily | 
perccived and obviated * turnivg up the fide iron by a motion of 
we N 
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The ſight to be directed towards the antagoniſt, be- 
tween the ear of the ſword and the blade; the poſi- 
tion of the blade is not to be altered for that purpoſe, 
but the edge invariably kept down as before directed; 
notwithſtanding it has the effect of narrowing. the focus, 
it occaſions no EIS to the — 


In this poſition che arm ſhould be diſtended to the 
utmoſt, and of courſe the hand above the level of the 
ſhoulder :* the bridle-hand always remains acroſs the 
body, in the poſition of holding a bridle, except when 
the ſwords are ſloped. 


In the Guard the greateſt attention muſt be paid to 
the correct poſition of the hand, which muſt always be 
directed to the left ear of the antagoniſt, notwithſtand- 

* From this guard nearly every movement, offenſive or defen- 
ſive, can be made with rapidity and force, as the point being car- 
ried rather higher than the wriſt, occaſions a facility of execution in 
the commencement of a cut. It will therefore be found preferable 
to the hanging guard for a horſe-man; for although the hanging 
guard may appear to afford a greater ſecurity againſt the firſt cut 
of an antagoniſt, yet it confines thoſe who adopt it, either to give . 
Point 1n the attack, or to remain almoſt entirely on the defenſive, 
at leaſt till the adverſary's blow has been received, or to make 
cut IV. which is the weakeſt, and except it can be directed at 
the elbow, the leaſt eligible. None of the other cuts can be made 
without firſt bringing the blade up to the poſition here ſtiled the 
guard; and the time thus loſt in the motion, from the weight of 
the ſabre, and difficulty of raiſing the point when ſo much below 
the wriſt, induce a preference to be given to this guard, which is a 
central one, from which every requiſite movement may be eaſily 
effected: and from which the hanging guard may, if neceſſary, be 
taken with the greateſt celerity by dropping the point. 


ing 


[6] 


ing any change of poſition on his part. From a guard 
correctly taken there is no riſque in attacking, becauſe 


. the ſword hilt is immediately oppoſed to the antagoniſt's 
retort : but when a cut originates from a falſe poſition, 
the head by the firſt motion becomes expoſed. 


In oppoſing cavalry the arm becomes a pivot, round 
which the wriſt wheels the ſword independent of any 
other action but what may be derived from the ſhoul- 
der: care muſt therefore be taken, neither to incline the 
band to the right or left of the given poſition, nor to fink it 
below the level of the antagoniſt's left ear; but above all not 
to bend the elbow : theſe are faults which beginners are 
extremely apt to commit, and which expoſe the ſword- 
arm to be completely diſabled, The attention cannot 
be too often recalled to theſe moſt eſſential points in the 


_. ſcience; the ſtri obſervance of which chicfly conſti- 


tutes the excellence of the ſyſtem. 


— ee 
CUTS. 


We now come to the firſt Cut, in performing which 
the blade takes four diſtin& poſitions, which when per- 
fectly executed, are not diſcernible, as the quickneſs of 
action in the wriſt gives them the appearance of being 
only one motion: therefore to aſſiſt the comprehenſion 
of beginners, it will be neceſſary in the drill to diſtin- 
guiſh the . of the bi —_ by the ſeparate pauſes 


of 1, 2, 3, 4 
It 
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It is to be remarked, that the firſt motion in every 

cut conſiſts in bringing the blade back to gather a 

ſweep, at the ſame inſtant placing it in the direction in 

which it is to be applied, and the laſt motion brings the 

blade back to the guard. The plates (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 


12, deſcribe the exact poſition of the hand, in the 
different motions contained in each cut. 


2 a Motions. FROM the guard, upon the 
b word one, by the ſole action of the 
Guard. wriſt, draw back the blade, ſo as to 
| bring the point in a perpendicular 
line with the outſide of the right 
ſhoulder, for the purpoſe of 


making a ſweep : taking care at 


0 the time, to turn the joints of the 
Cut I. in four 1. fingers in the ſame direction the 
Motions. 


cut is to be made, which will 
be in a diagonal courſe, as from 


1 to 4. {Plate I. fig. 2.) 
| | 


The recruit is too apt to fink 
his hand, or draw it from the 
guard, upon the firſt motion of 
the cut; attention muſt therefore 
be paid to his hand being ſteady, 
and always covering his head 

C with 


— 


Words of 
Command. 
ally »2# 


Motions. 


2. 


3. 


Lu 
with the hilt of his ſword, what- 
ever changes of poſition his blade 

may take in performing the dif- 
ferent cuts. | | 


* 
* * 


And it is to be confidered as 
an invariable rule, that the di- 
rection of the finger joints regu- 
lates the edge of the blade. 


By a quick motion of the wriſt 
downwards, with proper attention 
to direct the point to number 1, 
the blade will be conducted to 


number 4. 


Turn the wriſt inwards, drop- 


ping the point ſo as to bring the 


blade in a diagonal line acroſs the 
body with the edge outwards. 


Bend the back of the hand in 
wards, bringing the flat of the 
blade towards the face, and car- 


rying on the motion of the wriſt, 
till the blade arrives at its original 
poſition in the guard, taking care 


at the ſame time, that in raiſing 
the blade, it makes a ſweep in- 


. wards juſt to clear the elbow of 


the bridle-hand. 
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Ike recruit having been trained to perform the above 
in four diſtin& motions with preciſion ; drop the repe- 

tition of figures, and let him perform them very ſlowly, 

as one motion, and then increaſe the quickneſs of exe- 
cCution, till the cut is correctly made, with force, carry- 
ing a proper edge, and without giving action to the 
elbow; obſerving the ſame rule in the five following 
cuts. It muſt be conſtantly a part of the drill officer's 
inſtruction to his ſquad, not to hold their ſwords too 
tight ; but to allow the hilt to play in the hand, by 
the ſecond, third, and fourth fingers being diſtended 
or contracted, as may be neceſſary to accord with the 
motion of the blade; taking care invariably to hold the 
gripe firm with the fore finger and thumb. 


Words of Motions. = THE ſecond cut is made upon 

Command. wy uw 8 8 

3 the principle of the preceding one. 
The blade takes four diſtinct po- 
ſitions, and will, in the drill prac- 


tice be treated accordingly. 


Guard. 
Cut II. in four 1. Upon the word one, retire the 
Motions. blade acroſs the face, till the 


point becomes nearly perpendicu- 

lar to the elbow of the bridle- 
hand. | 

2. By the action of the wriſt con- 

duct the blade in the diagonal 

C 2 ; line 


Words of © Motions. 


Command. 


— 


058 
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line from two to three, (plate T. 
fig. 3.) obſerving in the execu- 
tion thereof, all the rules laid 
down in the preceding leſſon for 
conducting the edge and finger 


joints. 


Turn the wriſt to the right, 
till it has brought the back of 
the hand under, the nails of the 
fingers and inſide ſeam of the 
right ſleeve upwards ; at the ſame 
time keeping a firm graſp of the 


ſword with the fore-finger and 


thumb, relax the other three 
fingers, which will occaſion the 
point to fink, and the blade to 
arrive in a diagonal poſition, ſimi- 
lar to the line 2 and 3, with the 
edge outwards, 

Turn the hand to the left till 
it brings the ſword to its original 


_ poſition in the Guard, obſerving 


well, that in raifing the blade, it 


makes a ſweep round the right 
ſhoulder, clear of the head. 


The 
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Guard. 

Cut III. in three 1. 
Motions, 


q © 


Tu + 


Command. 


The next cut, viz. from fig. 3 
to 2 (plate I. fig. 4.) is made in 
three motions, 3 


Drop the point outwards to the 
right, by turning the wriſt in that 
direction, and relaxing the graſp 
of the three fingers of the ſword- 
hand, keeping at the ſame time a 
firm hold with the fore - finger and 
thumb: this will bring the blade 
in a diagonal line, ſimilar to the 
one drawn from the numbers 2 
and 3, (plate I. fig. 4.) with the 
back of the blade towards the 
body. ES 


Conduct the point of the ſword 
from number 3 to number 2, by 
bending the wriſt towards the 
face, and preſſing upon the three 
diſtended fingers, which act as a 
lever. 


* 


Come to the original guard bj 
turning the nails under, and back 
of the hand up. 


Too much attention cannot be 
paid to ſuppling the wriſt, and the 


drill officer will inſtruct his ſquad 


in the mode of doing fo, which is 
C3 by 


(7 


Words of Motions: by A repetition of the 1ſt and 2d 


Command, — 
— 


motions in cut III. ſeveral times 
ſucceſſively without making any 
pauſe on either motion. 


Every leſſon ſhould begin with 
ſuppling the wriſt, and which muſt 


be frequently repeated during the 


hours of drill: in which practice 
the recruit will direct his atten- 
tion to the ſteadineſs of his arm, 
which is to be ſtraight, keeping 
the hand above the level of the 
ſhoulder. 


* f 


» 
Guard. 
Cut IV. in three 1. 
Motions. 


2. 


— 


Cut IV. is likewiſe performed 
in 3 motions.— By turning the 
wriſt to the left, it will drop the 
point in a diagonal line acroſs the 
body, within three inches of the 
left elbow, and with the edge of 
the ſword outwards. . | 


Carry the point from No. 4 to 1, 
(plate I. fig. 5,) diagonally by 
extending the hand in a dire& 
line with the arm. 


Turn the back of the hand 
outwards to the right, carrying on 


the motion of the blade till it 
arrives at the poſition of the 


guard, 
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| Words of Motions. guard, taking care that it does 


” Command, Wwwwmws 


— — 


not go round the head or the 


right ſhoulder, which would make 


the motion wider than neceſſary. 


Chad, 
Cut V. in three 
Molions. 


— — — 


ö 


The cut V. is made horizon- 
tally acroſs the face, from ear to 


ear, and executed in three mo- 
tions. 


Carry the point of the blade 
round to the right, with the edge 
directed outwards, till it reaches 
a little below the level of the 
ſword hand, and inclined towards 
the right ſhoulder. This is done 
by turning the back of the hand 
under, and bringing the nails up. 


Conduct the point to No. 5, 
and horizontally acroſs the circle, 


which is done by inclining the 


hand inwards in the direction of 
the cut, without changing the po- 
ſition of the nails. (Plate I. fig. 6.) 


Turn the wriſt into its proper 


- poſition in the Guard, by bringing 


the back of the hand up, 


* & » 


O | Cut 
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Words of ; Motions. Cut VI. has the ſame numbey 


. of motions as the preceding one. 


Cut VI. in three _ 1, 


"Motions Retire the point of the blade 


within a foot of the left ſhoulder, 

. finking it” a little below the level 
of the ſword-hand, which 1s done 
by an inclination of the yriſt to- 
wards the face, 


2. Conduct the point to No. 6, 

| and horizontally acroſs the circle 

to No. 5. (plate I, Fig. 7. by 

; carrying the hand out in that di- 

rection, keeping the back of the 
hand ſtill upwards, 


3: Bring the blade in a ſweep 

round the right ſhoulder, and 
clear of the head to its poſition in 
the Guard, by turning the back of 
the hand under, and inclining it 
outwards, till the blade is brought 
nearly to the head; then turn 
the back of the hand to the face, 
and it will conduct the blade to 
the Guard, Slope ſwords, 


In the foregoing motions, the beginner is apt to carry 
his right ſhoulder too forward, and likewiſe to incline 
his head to the ſword - arm. He may be allowed to do 
both in z ſmall degree, but by no means to exceſs; and 
1 on 
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on no account ſhould the recruit be permitted to pro- 

eeed farther in the ſyſtem than theſe fix cuts, till he is 
perfect maſter of the preceding directions. 


THE manner of performing the fix cuts ſingly being 
attained, the next object is to combine them, which will 
occaſion ſome little deviation with reſpe& to the mode 


- > a a7 a 


X of executing the ſecond and fourth cuts, from the prin- | | 
3 ciples laid down in the preceding leflons ; in which they | 
85 are only treated of, as they are to be applied ſingly; 
S but the whole executed together form a combined move- 
EE ment, which occaſions the difference in the mode of 


practice. | 


In cut II. the ſword ls not to be carried round the 
right ſhoulder to the poſition to guard, immediately up- 
on making the cut, but to be allowed to pauſe upon the 
third motion of the ſecond cut; in which poſition the 
blade will be in the exact direction for performing cut 


three; and where it is to remain till the word is given 
for making that cut, 


In cut IV. the change is in the ſecond motion: 

| where inſtead of bringing the blade to the guard in the 

third movement of that cut, drop the point to the right 

in the preciſe poſition of the firſt motion in cut V.; and 

wait there for the word from the officer to make that 
cut, 


— 


In combining the cuts, take care that cut II. is cor- 


rectly 


1 26 J 


realy made, it being a common fault with beginners 
not to carry the edge well in making that cut, in con- 
ſequence of their allowing the ſword hilt to turn in their 
hand, and not retaining that firm gripe with the fore- 
finger and thumb, which is indiſpenſably neceſſary.— 
Wherever this fault occurs, the recruit muſt be brought 
back to the drill motions, and made to practiſe the cuts 
ſingly till perfect. f 


It muſt be obvious that the mode of executing the 
cuts two and four, according to the preceding direc- 
tions, lefſens the number of motions, and that each cut 
leads to the other, by which means, when the whole 
are quickly executed, the edge is carried with redoubled 
force, acquired by the velocity of action in the blade, 
in conſequence of not being impeded in its courſe*. 


* Whether the cuts are. executed ſeparately or collectively, that 
invariable rule of keeping the hand direRed to the left ear of the 
antagoniſt muſt be adhered to, and care taken to avoid that error 
to which all beginners are liable, of carrying the ſword-hand to 
the right of their head previous to making cuts 1, 3, or 5, which 
— them to a return of the ſame cuts before any regular poſi- 
tion of guard can be recoyered. Upon the ſame principle they 


— ſhould be cautioned againſt inclining the hand to the left, when in- 


tending to make cuts 2, 4, and-6. 


It ſhould be always remembered that the force of the ſtroke 
againſt a perſon on their own level, muſt be derived from the 
ſweep of the blade, and not from the motion of the arm, 
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THE changes upon each cut neceſſary to a combined 
movement having been acquired, the recruit ſhould be 
next taught to execute all the cuts quickly and as one 


movement; which in the courſe of future practice will 
be termed the aſſault. 


MODES of PARRYING. 


WE now arrive at the different modes of parrying to 
the front: they are five in number, including the one 
already practiſed, under the denomination of the Guard. 


The /eft and right protect are the two following mo- 
tions, which will be performed ſucceeding each other, 


without coming to the prepare between the intervals of 
their performance. 


Words of Command. From the guard, carry the ſword- 
8 5 arm ſmart acroſs the body to the 
Left Protect. left, x raiſing the point of the blade, 


till it becomes perpendicular ; 
keeping the hand above the level 
of the ſhoulder: at the ſame 
inſtant, place the thumb on the 
gripe, between the back plate and 


*The fight ſhould always accord with the direction of the 
blade, and recruits be cautioned againſt that abſurd practice of 
looking one way and acting another. 


the 
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Words of Command. ' the car, ( (plate VL) which will 
ol oy v2 e the edge of the ſword to the 
right, and the back outwards to 
receive the cut, the arm to be 


kept as far from the body as the 
poſition will admit. 


The elbow in this as well as in 
the next motion is to have no ac- 
tion whatever, as the whole muſt 
proceed from the ſhoulder and 
4 wriſt, | 


Right Protect. Without changing the direction 
| of the blade, as held in the fore- 
going poſition, carry the ſword- 
arm briſkly to the right, directing 
the hand to the diſtance of two 
feet from the edge of the circle, 
above the level of the ſhoulder. — 
Return to the prepare to guard. 


Io preſerve uniformity in the motions of 4% and right 
protect, which are both applied on the ſame principle, 
it was neceſſary to diſtinguiſh the immediate points to 
which the hand was to be directed; but when oppoſed 
to an enemy, their application muſt depend on the di- 
rection of the cuts or thruſts, which they are intended 


to parry. 


The utmoſt attention muſt be paid not to oppoſe the 


edge to the enemy's ſabre when it can be avoided ; but 
x | the 
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the bevel: which can only be done, by placing the 
thumb between the back plate and the ear of the ſword, 
and keeping it firm in that poſition, the arm to be pro- 
perly diſtended, for the purpoſe of reſiſting the force of 
the blow. 


The only difference neceſſary to be obſerved in com- 
ing to the protect from the prepare, in the place of the 
guard is, that before the hand moves to the poſition 
directed, the thumb muſt be ſhifted to the place on the 
gripe already deſcribed. 


The two following motions are for the protection of 
the horſe's head, at the ſame time with that of the rider. 


Words of Command. Direct the point of the blade 
PM REA forwards to the left of the horſe's 


Guard. head, and in a diagonal line from 
. tek f Ade the hand, which is not to droop, 


but to be carried a little forward, 
in order to afford the protection 
required either from cut I. or III. 

The edge will be upwards in 
this inſtance, but it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be expoſed from the nature 
of the guard. 


Horſe, off fide Raiſe the blade till it becomes 


Protect, perpendicular, carrying it at the 
ſame inſtant in a briſk motion for- 
wards to the off car of the horſe, 

* 


and in the exact poſition of right 


Protect; 


. 


> 


/ Words — protect; not forgetting to place 


L 30 1 


Aae the thumb in the direction therein 
mentioned. Roturn to the Pre- 


pare to . 


The different guards to the front have already been 
deſcribed; we therefore now proceed to the retiring po- 


ſitions, which are performed upon a different principle, 
the arm being neceflarily bent to carry the ſword to 
the rear. 0 


The three following guards muſt be executed ſuc- 
ceeding each other, without coming to the prepare be- 
tween the intervals of their performance. 


Words of Motions. From the poſition to guard, 
Command. ——— | 


2 carry the ſword in a horizontal di- 
Guard. rection to the right; the edge of 
Bridle arm Pro- the blade leading till it arrives in 


tect,, in two 


Motions. a right line with the point of the 


 thoulder. 


2, Turn the back of the hand un- 
der, which will cauſe the edge of 
the blade to be upwards: at the 

| fame inſtant, by bending the el- 
bow and turning the wriſt ſo as to 
place the palm of the hand in 
frofit, the blade will be conducted 
to the protection of the bridle arm, 
which 
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0 Words of Command. which poſition conſiſts in having 


1 ” the ſword-hilt above the helmet, 
with the blade croſſing the back 
of the head, the point of the left 
ſhoulder, and the bridle-arm ; its 
edge directed to the left, and 
turned a little upwards, in order 

to bring the mounting in a proper 
direction to protect the hand. 


After protecting the bridle arm 
in two motions, it is to be per- 
formed without making any pauſe 

on the firſt motion. 


Sꝛword- arm Protect. Without ſinking the hand from 

the protection of the bridle arm, 
or moving the arm from its former 

poſition, carry the blade round 

the back ot the head to the right, 

by turning the wriſt till the palm 

of the hand arrives oppoſite the 

helmet; the blade will then be in 

a diagonal line, with the point 

downwards directed to the right, 

and the edge up. 


St, George. Bring the blade in a horizontal 
direction acroſs the top of the 
head, with the edge upwards and 

the point to the left. This is done 
by turning the wriſt up ſo as to 

carry 
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Words of 


Command. 


To the Rear 
Cut, in two 


Motions. 


2 
- 


L921 


'Motions.' carry the blade round the back of 


"the ONS to its poſition, 


1 


23 Verdi the St. George, or head 
dN come to the poſition to 


guard, by making that cut to the 
rear, which muſt frequently be 
applicable, whenever the three re- 
tiring guards are ſo; and which 


\ 


makes the full ſweep of a ſemi- 


bh einde | 


n is 54 upon the principle of 
tee cut, only giving edge to 
the rear, inſtead of the front; 


but as the mode of executing it 


deviates in ſome reſpects from 


former practice, it may not be 
- amiſs to give it in detail. It is 
performed in two motions from 
the St. George. 


By the right, turn the body to 
the rear as far as pgſſible without 
moving the feet from the ground: 
at the ſame inſtant carry the blade 
to the rear, directing the edge as 
from 6 to 5, till it arrives in a 
right line with the arm, which will 
be at its full extent. The point 
of the blade to be kept upon a 
level with the ſhoulder. In this 

| | poſition | 
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Words of Motions. 


Command. 


1 —— 


= TE 
poſition the edge will be directed 
to the right, with the back of the 
hand upwards. Unleſs the body 
turns well to the rear when 
making this cut, the blade muſt 
be brought over the right ſhoul- 
der in place of the left; and ſe- 


vere ſtrains are liable to happen 


from the arm being exerted in a 
direction to which the body does 
not conform. 


Turn the back of the hand 
down by a motion of the wriſt to 
the right, and carry the point of 
the blade with a ſweep over the 
left ſhoulder, to the proper poſi- 
tion in the guard. After cutting 
to the rear in two motions, exe- 
cute it without pauſing upon the 
firſt motion. Return immediately 
from the guard to the poſition to 


prepare, without any word from 
the drill officer. 
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| GENERAL APPLICATION of 1he POINT. 


THE motions offenſive and defenſive beſt adapted 
to the cavalry have now been conſidered ; except what 
relates to the point. But as that is applied upon a ge- 
neral principle, whether againſt cavalry or infantry, it 
has been reſerved till we come to treat of the infantry 
part of the ſyſtem. It has been already mentioned, 
that the ſword has three diſtin movements when op- 
poſed to the infantry; and which can only be applied 
in two fituations, on the near, or off fide of the horſe. 
The movements conſiſt in giving point, the parry, and 
the cut. , 

In the. drill praQtice, the motions in each move- 
ment will be diſtinguiſhed by a repetition of numbers, 
according to the mode already purſued. But precifion 
being once acquired, the recruit is to be ordered to exe- 
cute them without making any unneceſſary pauſe upon 
the different motions. Let it be obſerved, that the 
ſafety and advantage in giving the point, confiſt in 
oppoling only a flank, and never a front to the an- 
tagoniſt, by which means the curve of a ſcymitar 
blade covers the body, whilſt the guard protects the 
hand. 


Without 
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| Words of Motions. Without moving the feet, turn 


Command. 


. Ll 
Left give point, 
in 1Wo motions, 


the head round to the left, keep- 
ing the body ſquare to the front ; 
at the ſame inſtant place the blade 
in a diagonal line acroſs the body 
to the left, with the edge out- 
wards, and the point directed as 
to an object conſiderably below 
your own level. 


This is to be done by drop- 
ping the point immediately from 


the poſition prepare to guard, and 


bending the elbow till the knuc- 
kles of the ſword-hand are a little 
above the level of the ear, and 
about ſix inches from the head. 
The fore-finger and thumb are to 
be diſtended; the former on the 
gripe, between the ear and back 
plate, in a line with the flat of the 
blade ; and the latter on the back 
plate, in a line with the back of 
the blade, by which means the 


extremity of the ſword hilt will 


fall in the palm of the hand; 


which being preſt againſt the three 


remaining finzers will give a firm 
purchaſe, and the means of ap- 
plying a ſteady point. The head 
will be turned to the left, and 
eyes to the extremity of the blade. 
D 2 = 
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Words of . | Motions. The recruit will wait in this poſi- 


Command. 


3 

To the Rear 
Parry, in two - 
Motions. 


„ 


8 d . 
— 


2. 


tion for the word 7wo from the 
drill officer. 


Dart the ſword down in the di- 
rection in which it was held, to 


the utmoſt extent of the arm; 


1 


taking care not to alter the poſi- 
tion of the hand or blade, which 
ſhould have the edge outwards, 
and the back of the hand up. 


Without changing the poſition 


of the hand, extend the ſword-arm 


to the front of your uſual poſition 
in order to-take a ſweep with the 


edge of the blade upwards, and 


kept well off from the body, upon 


the ſuppoſition of being on horſe- 


2. 


back, ſo as to prevent the ſword 
from touching the horſe's ſhoul- 
der. 


Bring the arm back with a quick 


motion to the rear, till the ſword- 


hand arrives in a line parallel to 
the left ear, and ſix inches from 
the head; at the ſame inſtant raiſc 
the point till the blade becomes 
perpendicular with the edge di- 
rected outwards to the left, and 


the back towards the face. 


From 
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Words of Motions. Prom the poſition in which the 


— blade is left in finiſhing the party, 
Cut IV. © bring it back to the poſition in the 


guard; carrying tlie edge with a 

good ſweep outwards taking care 

not to croſs with your blade pa- 

rallel to your proper front, till it is 

brought c nſiderably above the 

level of the horſe's head; other- 
wiſe, the animal would be in dan- 
ger of receiving the cut. 


The following movement applies in acting againſt 
cavalry. , 


Front give point, 1. Face to the right, by turning on 
iu 1700 molious. the heels ;* at the ſame inſtant re- 
tire the arm towards the ear as in 
giving point to the left; with this 
difference, that the hand is to be 
drawn as far back as poſſible, re- 
taining exactly the ſame graſp of 
the ſword, The flat of the blade 
to be upwards, with the edge di- 
rected to the right, keeping the 
point horizontal with the hand, 
and the ſword carried above the 


The poſition of the feet being two inches aſunder, the facings 
may be done in one motion, by turning on the heels, 
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Words of | Motions. 


Command. 

— ad 

Cuts V. VI. 
Right give point 


in two motions. 


2. 


1. 


A 

14 1 

peak of the helmet. The head is 
to be turned to the left, in the ſame 
direction with the point. Upon 
all occaſions in giving point againſt 
cavalry, the ſword is to be carried 
above the peak of the helmet, and 


by preſſing the blade againſt the 


helmet it will be kept ſteady. 


Dart the hand in the direction 
of your proper front, to the full 
extent of the arm; turning at the 
ſame time to the left about, keep- 
ing the blade ſtill horizontal, and 
without changing the poſition of 
the hand, which ought to be with 
the back upwards. 


Retire the blade in its horizon- 
tal direCtion to the right, in doing 
which, bring the back of the hand 
under and carry the blade imme- 
diately tothe cuts V. and VI. when 
return to the prepare to guard, from 
the laſt cut, bringing the body 
round to the proper front. 


Turn the head to the right as 


much as can be done, without 


moving the body, which is to be 


kept ſquare to the front ; at the 
ſame time bring the ſword-hand 


up 


2 
? 
+ 


Word of Motions. 


Command, wy 


hd 


Rear parry, in 
two Motions, 


„„ 
up to the ear, having the graſp as 
before, with the back of the hand 
up, and the edge of the blade in 
the fame direction as in making 
the thruſt on the near ſide, carry- 


ing the point as much to the right, 


2* 


2. 


as in the other inſtance, it was di- 


rected to the left of your uſual 
front. 


Dart your ſword down to the 
full extent of the arm, without 
changing the poſition of the hand, 


Without changing the poſition 
of the hand,carrythe blade towards 
your front to gather a ſweep; in 
doing which turn the edge of the 
blade up, and the back of the hand 
under. This will bring the back 
of the blade oppoſite your front. 


Without changing the poſition 
of the hand, by a ſharp action of 
the ſword- arm to the rear, carry 
the ſword as far back as the arm 
will admit of, the hand to be on 
a level with the point of the ſhoul- 
der, the blade carried perpen- 
dicular, with the edge direQed 
towards the rear, and the back to 
the front. 
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5 8 8 Motions. From the party, bring the ſword 
„ ee. | to the proper poſition of the guard, 


Cut II. by carrying an edge with a good 
ſweep outwards, and with the ſame 
precaution not to croſs parallel to 
the front on account of the horſe. 
Return from the guard to the po- 
fition of lope ſwords, 


THE movements of the ſword have been conſidered 
upon drill principles, in which the attention was directed 
ſolely to claſs them in ſuch a manner, as to lead the 
recruit progreſſively to the different changes of which 
the blade is ſuſceptible, that he may acquire a perfect 
execution of each ſeparately ; the motions having not 
the leaſt reference to what may be their poſitions, when 
arranged under a proper ſyſtem of exerciſe. 


/ 


AFTER having attained to a tolerable degree of ac- 
curacy the mode of executing ſeparately the move- 
ments already laid down, 1t will be proper next to pro- 
ceed to perform the ſword-exerciſe by word of com- 
mand, taking the motions at the ſame time from fleugel 
men according to the principle obſerved in the manual 
_ exerciſe, . 


To front the wall will be no longer neceſſary, as it is 
Ss to 


| [ 41 1 ; 
to be ſuppoſed that the poſition of every cut as deſcribed 


on the circle (to which all former practice has been 


applied) muſt now be fully in the recolleQion of the 
recruit, 


The head muſt follow the direction of every motion; 
two fleugel-men will therefore be neceſſary, one on 
each flank ; who are to be careful to take up the time 


from each other, according to the change of poſition, 
or dreſſing point from right to left. 


The diſtance of files will be laid down for the 


Draftice of the ſword exerciſe in battalion and ſmaller 
diviſions. 


The battalion to be told off in wings, and ranks of 
threes, 


* 


TELLINGS OFF in BATTALION or 
DIVISION. 


# 
— 


Words of Command. THE right and left hand men 
5 1 of the rear rank belonging to both 


Rear rank take diſtance 


for ſword exerciſe, wings, will retreat nine paces, 
| dreſſing by the right. 


March, The rear rank falls back and 
| dreſſes 


Sr. . PAP 
. 


i.e. — YT ROW GER” 
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From the center of 


the battalion open 


Your files. March. 


dreſſes by the pivots; the fleugel 


[  ] 


men will at the ſame time take 


their diſtances to the front. 


The men of the right wing in- 


ſtantiy open out, placing their 


bridle- hands in the hollow of 


* 


the left ſide, ſo as to barely touch 


with their elbows their left hand 


files. 


The left wing will open out, 
and upon the ſame principle in- 
ſure the diſtance of files, by means 
of the right arms. 


The rear rank to do the ſame. 


The arms to be kept up, till 
brought down by a motion from 
the right fleugel man. 


Great attention from the drill 
officer is requiſite, in order to 
obſerve that the proper diſtances 
of files are taken, to prevent un- 
pleaſant accidents which may 
otherwiſe occur, and on this ac- 
count the arm ſhould be kept 
bent, till he has ſeen that the diſ- 
tances are correctly obſerved. 


Upon 
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Words of Command, Upon theſe words of command, 
Prevare ts yer . the right ſubdiviſion of each wing 


fevord exerciſe. will gige the diſtances of files in 
the manner following. 
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The right-hand man of ranks 
by three's ſtands faſt, the center 
man takes three paces to the rear 
of the right-hand file, and covers 
him. | 


The left-hand man of the di- 
viſion retreats fix paces and covers 
the two preceding file of his di- 
viſion. | 


The doubling files are all to 
ſtep off with the right feet, the 
rear rank does the ſame, cover- 
ing the front rank files. | 


The right-hand files of all the 
diviſions ſtand faſt: the left and 
center men taking their diſtances 
as before directed: * officers and 
non-· commiſſioned officers to the 
rear, except ſuch as are told off 
in ranks of threes. 
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* The non-commiſſioned officers to be one horſe's length to 1 
the rear, covering a file, the officers at the diſtance of two horſes 


length. 
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Words of Command. By this movement the battalion 
N will become ſix deep. 


As an aukward man may oc- 
caſion a ſerious accident by not 
exactly covering his file, it will 

be moſt fafe to prove their diſ- 
tances, which is to be done as 
follows. 


To the right prove + Taking the motions from the 
diſtauce of files. fepgel-man, every man will point 
his ſword to the right at the full 
extent of his arm, keeping the 
blade horizontal, and in a line 
with the ſhoulder; the edge di- 
reed the ſame way, and the hilt 
held in the preciſe manner, as 
when giving point in that direc- 
tion. The body to be kept ſquare 
to the front, with the head turned 
to the right. 


When each file has had time to 
ſee whether he has his proper diſ- 
tance, and corrected it where re- 
quired, (which muſt be inſtantly 
done with a ſteady eye and 
prompt decifion) they will be di- 


_ + The right hand men of the line remain with their ſwords 
ſloped, having no diſtance to prove, 
1 rected 


*. 


Words of Command. re&ed to return to the poſition of 


is Nope ford. 


On this word of command, the 
ſwords are to be brought down 
together to the poſition directed, 
in doing which, the point is not 
to be dropped. 


To the front, prove This is to be done, in every re- 
aiftance of files. ſpe& according to the rules laid 
| down for giving point to the 
right; carrying the ſword for- 
ward with caution, ſo as not to 
wound the file in front, ſhould 
the diſtance not have been pre- 
ſerved. The front rank remains 
with ſwords ſloped, upon the 
principle laid down for the files 
on the flanks of the line. 


Slope Swords, The ſwords to return to the 


ſlope, the body kept ſquare to the 
front. 
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SWORD EXERCISE on FOOT. 


The ſword exerciſe conſiſts of the motions already 
deſcribed, arranged in fix diſtin& clafſes of offenſive 
and defenſive movements, with reference to their appli- 
cation in theſe ſituations which are moſt likely to occur 
on actual ſervice. 


Explanatory notes of the principles of application 
compriſed in each movement will be given, and like- 
wiſe further inſtruction as to the mode of executing the 
different motions, which being now combined with 
others, vary in ſome reſpects from the directions that 
have been laid down for performing them ſingly. As 
the ſword exerciſe, when acquired, is to be executed 
by one word of command to each diviſion of move- 
ments, the memory muſt be aſſiſted as much as poſſi- 
ble, in order to enable every perſon to recolle& the mo- 
tions, as they ſucceed each other: for. which purpoſe 
the following leading points ſhould be obſerved. 


Each diviſion of movements commences with coming 
to the prepare to guard, from the poſition of ſlope ſwords, 
and 1s ſucceeded by the guard. 


The poſition prepare to guard always ſucceeds the 
laſt motion of the ſix cuts, to which poſition the ſword 
is immediately to be brought, without pauſing in 
the leaſt on the laſt motion of the preceding move- 
ment. f 


The 


( 4] 
The point is always given from the poſition to prepare 
without firſt coming to the guard, excepting in the laſt 
diviſion of movements; and notwithſtanding that in the 
other five diviſions it may be given to the Right and 
Left, yet between each thruſt come to the prepare, as it 
is to originate from that poſition, The Jet and right 
protect are likewiſe made from the prepare to guard. 


Each movement invariably concludes with the mo- 
tions prepare to guard, the guard, and ſloping of ſwords. 


The memory will therefore have to charge itſelf only 
with the particular motions which belong to each of the 
fix diviſions of movements. This will be rendered per- 
fectly clear by the words of command which characterize 
the movements being diſtinguiſhed by numbers. 
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WORDS or COMMAND. 
Perform Sword Exerciſe by Word of Command. 


Firſt Diviſion of Movements. 


From which Fleugelman the 
Motion is to be taken. 


Prepare to guard. Right. 

... . Guard, | Right. 

No. 1. Aſault. Right, 

No. 2. Left protect. Right. 
No. 3. Right protect. Left. 

No. 4. Prepare to guard. Right. 

No. 5. Front give point. Right. 
* Prepare to guard, Left. 

Guard. Right. 

Slope Swords. © Right. 


Ic is to be an invariable rule to return to the prepare 
10 guard, upon the laſt motion of the ſixth cut. 


It is alſo to be recollected, that the head turns and re- 
mains fixt in the direQion to which the motion points. 


* Drop the point, and bring it with a ſweep round the left el- 
bow to the prepare to guard. 
N The 


„ 
The motions throughout the exerciſe are to be per- 


formed ſharp and correctly, paying ſtrict attention to 
the dreſſing points. 


In this firſt diviſion there are only five motions which 
are not conformable to the general rule already ſtated. 


The points of dreſſing given oppoſite the words of 
command, ſhew from which fleugelman the particular 
motions are to be taken; and it is to be conſidered as 
matter of courſe, that the head and eyes follow the di- 
rection of each motion. 


Explanation of the firſt Diviſion of Movements, 


The aſſault repreſents the charge, where the ſix Cuts 
are directed indiſcriminately to the right and Jet. 


The protefs are againſt the returning cuts of the 
enemy. 


The point is given on a ſuppoſition of the enemy's 


' 


retiring. 
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WORDS or COMMAND. 


Second Diviſion of Movements. 


Fleugelman. 
Prepare to guard. Right. 
Guard. Right. 
No. 1. Afault. Right. 
No. 2. Guard. Right. 
No. 3. Bridle- arm protect. Right. 
No. 4. Sword-arm protect. Left. 
No. 5. St. George. Right. 
*No. 6. Rear cut. Right. 
Guard. Right. 
Slope ſwords. Right. 


Explanation of the ſecond Diviſion of Movements. 
The aſſault repreſents the charge. 


Guarding the bridle-arm denotes being obliged to 
retreat, and as the purſuer will generally attack the near 

_ tide, it is the ſafeſt poſition to receive him in, as it not 
only covers the arm, but as the enemy paſles, carry the 


* Upon the laſt motion of the cut, return to the prepare to guard. 
blade 
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blade forwards, by moving the hand in that direction, 


it will alſo give protection to the whole of the near 
ſide. 


The ſword - arm is ſuppoſed to be attacked by a ſecond 
purſner, the moment the firſt is gone paſt, who makes 
his advance on the off ſide, in conſequence of ſeeing the 
attack on the near defeated. 


In the defence of the ſword-arm the head and ſhoul- 
ders are expoſed, to which an offenſive movement is 
made, and parried by coming to the poſition Sr. George: 
the retreat is completed by giving cut VI. to the rear, 


WORDS or COMMAND. 


Third Diviſion of Movements, 


Fleugelman. 
Prepare to guard. Right. 
_ Guard. Right. 
No. 1. Aſault. Right. 
No. 2. Guard. Right. 


No. 3. Horſe's near fide protect, Right. 
No. 4. Horſe's off fide protect. Left. 
*No. 5. Cuts I. II. I. Right. 


* Upon the laſt motion in cut I. come to the prepare to guard, 


by dropping your point as before directed. 
| E 2 No. 6. 
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Fleugelman 

No. 6. Left protect. Right. 
No. 7. Right protect. Left. 
No. 8. Prepare to guard. Right. 

No. 9. Front give point. Right. 
No. 10. Cut J. Left. 

Guard. Right. 

Slope ſwords. Right. 


* Return to the prepare to guard. 


Explanation of the third Diviſion of Movements. 
The aſſault is the charge. 
The horſe's head is attacked and protected. 


By the antagoniſt's ſecond cut at the horſe, he ex- 
poſes his own head, which opening is taken advan- 
tage of in making the cuts I. II. I. and which he parries 
by coming to the 4% and right protect, and returns the 
point with cut I. | 
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| WORDS or COMMAND. 


* Fourth Diviſion of Movements. 


Fleugelman. 
Prepare to guard. Right, 
Guard. Right, 


No. 1. On your right to the front parry. Right. 


* As this part of the ſubje& relates to acting againſt infantry, 
attention muſt be paid to the principles given in the drill leſſons, 
for the application both of the point and edge of the ſabre, 


+ Parry the bayonet in the ſame manner to the front, as in the 
drill leſſons was practiſed to the rear. And upon the word of com- 
mand being given, retire the ſword- arm as far to the rear as poſh- 
ble, the edge of the blade leading in a horizontal direction, and 
in a line with the ſhoulder; when arrived at the extent of the 
arm, the action of the wriſt is to carry on the motion of the blade till 
it becomes perpendicular, with the point upwards and back of the 
blade to the front. Theſe motions muſt be executed with ſpirit. 
— The Fleugelman will pauſe a little in this pofition, and then 
make his parry to the front, in completing which he recovers 
his ſword over the left ſhoulder, to be in readineſs for cuts II. andT. 
In bringing his blade from the parry to its poſition for mak- 
ing his cuts, the moment it has paſſed over the horſe's head he car- 
ries the paint with a ſweep round his left to the rear; the back of 
the ſword-hand to touch the left temple, the edge of the blade up- 
wards, with the back reſting on the ſhoulder, and the point funk 
conſiderably below the level of the hand. In this poſition wait 
for the order to cut II. and I.; the former on the off, and the lat- 
ter on the near ſide of the horſe, 
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Fleugelman. 
No. 2. Cuts II and I. Right & left 
No. 3. Right give point. Right. 
No. 4. Prepare to guard. Right. 
No. 5. Left give point. Left. 
Vo. 6. Cuts II. IV. Leet & right. 
Guard. Right. 
Slope ſwords. Right. 


Explanati on of the fourth Diviſion of Movements. 


The charge of a line of infantry in a narrow paſs oc- 


cupied by them on both ſides, 


F In giving edge againſt infantry the body muſt be turned in 
the direction of the cut, and correſpond with the action of the 
blade; and in recovering the ſword from one fide to the other, 
let it croſs the head in the poſition deſcribed ' by the St. George ; 


and pauſe a ſecond whilſt in that attitude, till the eye is 


ſup- 


poſed to have fixed on its object. From the laſt motion in cut J. 


return to the prepare 10 guard. 


horſe. 


Cut III. is made on the off fide, and IV. on the near fide of the 


The ſame directions given in the preceding note are to be fol- 
lowed in this inſtance, recollecting, that cut IV. is executed 
in two motions, as before pointed out in the drill practice of infan- 


try movements, viz. The firſt motion is to place the blade i 


n the 


preciſe poſition directed in the ſecond movement of the left parry 


and from which the cut is to be made. 


The 


Place ty 


— 


$6 


Cut | Ht "0 gat ya * 
, i 7 


Lage If 


r noo.” 


* 


. 


| 


Fleugelman. 
+No. 2. Cuts II and I. Right & left 

No. 3. Right give point. Right. 

No. 4. Prepare to guard. Right. 

No. 5. Left give point. Left, 
 $No. 6. Cuts II. and IV. Left & right. 
Gund Right. 

Slope ſwords. | Right. 


Explanation of the fourth Divifion of Movements. 


The charge of a line of infantry in a narrow paſs oc- 
cupied by them on both ſides. 


1 la giving edge againſt infantry the body muſt be turned in 


the direction of the cut, and eorreſpond with the action of the 


blade; and in recovering the ſword from one fide to the other, 
let it croſs the head in the poſition deſcribed by the Sr. George; 
and pauſe a ſecond whilſt in that attitude, till the eye is ſup- 
poſed to have fixed on its object. From the laſt motion in cut I. 
return to the prepare lo guard. 


Cut III. is made on the off lide, and IV. on the near fide of the 
horſe. 


& The ſame directions given in the preceding note are to be fol- 
lowed in this inſtance, recollecting, that cut IV. is executed 


in two motions, as before pointed out in the drill practice of infan- 


try movements, viz. The firſt motion is to place the blade in the 
preciſe poſition directed in the ſecond movement ed the left parry 
and from which the cut is to be made. ; 


The 


\ 
1 
＋ 


0 


r 


a $6 / 
FP 


aa” 


/ M4, 4 


| 
| 
' 
| 
' 


-\ : 8 . 8 
Cut Po nga Ayer m 5 Ot 


1 5s J ; 


The firſt movement is to force the bayonets off to the 
front on the off ſide, and applying the edge to the right 
and left, with the point, keeping both ſides of the enemy 
occupied, till the defile is ſuppoſed to be paſt, 


WORDS or COMMAND. 


* Fifth Diviſion of Movements. 


| Fleugelman. 
Prepare to guard. Right. 
Guard. Right. 
+ No. 1. Left cut I. and II. Lett. 


* This being the defence of one horſeman againſt the attack of 
two, one on each fide, the cuts and thruſts are to be made as much 
to the right and left of his front, as in the infantry practice, only 
the ſword-arm to be kept well up, as directed for all cavalry move- 

ments. 


+ Carry the arm to the left, preſerving the ſword_in the exact 
poſition of the guard, and make cuts I. and II. | 


In the third motion of cut II. the blade muſt be clear of the 
horſe's head, and on the off fide. The body in the ſame inſtant is 
to be turned to the right, bringing the blade in the fourrk motion, 
up to the poſition of the guard in that direction. The difficulty ex- 
perienced by beginners in making this cut on the near-ſfide origi- 
nates from their ſuffering the hand to fink from the given poſition 
of the guard. 
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2045 bad Fleugelman. 
No. 2. Right cut I. and II. Right. 
No. 3. Leſt give point. Right. 
No. 4. Prepare to guard. Left. 
§ No. 5. Right give point. Right. 
No. 6. Cuts V. and VI. Left & Right. 
Guard. Right. 
Slope ſwords. Right. 


Explanation of the fifth Diviſion of Movements, 


The defence of one man againſt two. 


The cuts applied on both fides are the offenſive 
movements towards each antagoniſt as he approaches. 


The left give point, is to the enemy on the left; and 
the right, for the one in that direction, whom he has at 
bay by remaining on the longe, waiting the approach of 


Return to the prepare to guard upon the concluſion of the laſt 
motion in cut II. 


$ The moment the point is given, turn the edge of the blade 
to the front, and head to the left, keeping the arm and ſword ex- 
tended in a right line, in readineſs to make cut V. on the near 
fide, as ſoon as it is ſuppoſed the antagoniſt is within reach. 


Cut V. is made on the near, and VI. on the off. ſide of the 


horſe; and upon the laſt motion of cut VI. come to the prepare 10 
guard, 


the 
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the other antagoniſt; at whom he makes cut V. the 
moment he is ſuppoſed to be within reach ; and cut VI. 
in the oppoſite direction. 


— 
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Sixth Diviſion of Movements. 


Fleugelman. 
Prepare to guard. Right. 
Guard. Right. 
No. 1. Right give point, Right. 
* No. 2. Cuts I. and Il. Right. 
4 No. 3. Left parry. Left. 


§ No. 4. Left protect. Leſt. 


* Cuts I. and II. are made on the off ſide. 


+ Left parry is done in two motions. The firſt by bringing 
the ſword-hand into the hollow of the left ſhoulder, upon the laſt 
motion in cut II. keeping the back of the hand outwards, and 
the point perpendicular. Second motion, drop the point of the 
blade as much to the rear of the near-ſide as poſſible, making the 
circle by bringing it round to the front in the ſame poſition. 


$ As the defence is made to an attack on the near-fide, in pur- 
ſuit, the left protect muſt be carried as much to the left as the arm 
will permit; and the right protect, not to the off-fide, as in an 
attack to the front, but in the direction of your horſe's left ear. 


No. 
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No. g. Right prorecr. Left. 
No. 6. Front give point. Left. 
| Prepare to guard. Left. 
Guard. Right. 
Slope ſwords, Right. 


— 


| Explanation of the Sixth Diviſion of Movements. 


The modes of making an attack on the near fide of 
a retiring enemy, with the means of defeating it, ſup- 
poſing it to be done in ſpeed. 


S Give point to the right, and make cuts I. and 
III. by which time the enemy is ſuppoſed to have 
S a 

O | rode paſt. 


Receive the enemy with the ſword-hand in the 
| hollow of the left ſhoulder, ready either to protect 
| or parry: as he makes his thruſt, drop your blade 
-outwards ; it will carry off his point. Cuts I. and 
II. are protected by the left and right protect; and 
by checking your horſe, let your opponent pals, 
L and inſtantly give him the point. 


Defenſive. 


As boom as each divifion;of movements is correſtiy 
executed by word of command; it mult then be per- 
| formed 
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formed by only one word, ſpecifying the particular divi- 
ſion of movements. 


The motions are all to be taken from the fleugelman, 


without waiting for any other command than the one al- 
ready mentioned. 


AFTER the exerciſe is performed, it will be neceſſary 


to bring the battalion into its proper tormmion, which 
may thus be * 


Words of Command. Upon which the centre and 


— form line. left hand men of diviſions, run up 
March. and dreſs by the pivot. 


Rear rank chſe to To be done according to the 
the front. cuſtom of the ſervice, 
March, | 


To the centre, clyſe | This is executed with the ſide- 
your files. ſtep. 


March. 


PART 


[ 60 = 


PART II. 


DRILL ox HORSEBACK. 


"IO become a perfect cavalry ſwordſman, horſeman- 

' ſhip is indiſpenſably neceflary, and without it, very 
little benefit can be derived from the ſcience. Good 
riding does not conſiſt in urging a horſe forward with 
precipitation and checking him with violence, but a 
dragoon and his horſe ſhould be ſo formed to each 
other as to act as one body; for which purpoſe the 
rider ſhould make himſelt acquainted with the temper 
and powers of the animal, ſo that by a judicious ma- 
nagement, the horſe may be rendered docile, and exe- 
cute readily whatever may be expected of him. 


Great patience will be required in training the horſes 
to quit the ranks readily, if they have been accuſtomed 
only to act in ſquadron. And it is alone by temper and 
preſeverance, not by ſeverity, that vice is to be conquer- 
ed, and thoſe tricks ſurmounted which in horſes gene- 
rally originate in timidity. 


Before the ſword exerciſe is attempted to be per- 
formed on horſeback; it will be neceſſary to ren- 
| der 
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der the horſes ſteady, by accuſtoming them to the fight 
of the ſabre z- which is eaſily effected, by frequently 
making the cuts five and fix to the front, and dropping 
the blade both on the near and off ſide, as is done in ſa- 
luting. The horſe ſhould never be ſtruck with the 
ſword, as it will render him unſteady, and his apprehen- 
fion afterwards will never allow him to face the weapon, 
which will have the effect of placing his rider on the 
defenſive whenever attacked. 


The regiment being mounted, and the ſwords drawn 


for the purpoſe of performing the ſword exerciſe, the 
diſtance of ranks and ſiles is to be taken as follows. 


DISTANCE of RANKS o HORSEBACK. 


Words of Command. THE diſtance on the wings to 


Rear OE: * * be marked as directed in the foot 
for ſword exerciſe. practice. 


March. The rear rank reins back four 


horſes lengths, and dreſſes by the 
pivots. 


Prepare to perform The right ſubdiviſion of each 
ſword ag ciſe. wing, to mark the diſtance of files 
in the manner directed for the foot 

practice; allowing the diſtance of 

the 


Words of Command. 


1 f 


March. 


\ 
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the third of a horſe's length be- 
tween head and croup. 


The centre and left files rein 
back, till clear of the ſtanding 
flank, when they will file to the 
right, and dreſs by the pivots 
taking care to cover correctly, by 
placing their horſes ſquare to the 
front. 


The diſtance of files is to be 
proved, as executed on foot. 


* 


SWORD-EXERCISE whe: MOUNTED. 


Perform ſword exer- 
ciſe in fix diviſions 
of movements, by fleu- 
gelman. 


In completing each diviſion of 
movements, the line will return to 
the poſition of ſlope ſwords, when 
they will remain ſeated ſteady, 
drefling to the right, and without 
the leaſt motion whatever. 


After the pauſe of two ſeconds, 
the commanding officer will repeat 


the next word of command, 
n 
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Words of Command. In the like manner he muſt re- 
Gan Diviſion. peat his commands though the 
0 remaining four diviſions, which 
are compriſed in the ſword exer- 

ciſe. 


The reins muſt be held very 
ſhort, ſo as to enable the rider by 
the leaſt action of the bridle. hand, 
to regulate the motion of his 
horſe's head in order to prevent 
the blade from being obſtructed 
in its courſe : And that the tight - 
neſs of the reins may not occaſion 
any reining back, or impatience 
in the animal; take care to eaſe 
him by carrying the hand ſuffici- 
ently forward for that purpoſe; 
at the ſame time feel his mouth 
without bearing a dead weight 
in that direction. 


THE exerciſe muſt at firſt be performed ſlow, till 
great correctneſs of execution in every motion is 
attained. 


In each cut, made either to the right or left of the 
front, the bridle hand is to feel the horſe's mouth to 
the oppoſite direction, in order to prevent the poſſibility 
ef danger to the animal. If this is not done with judg- 
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ment, the horſe will become unſteady.  The- lighteſt 
inclination of the band is ſufficient for the purpoſe re- 
quited, if the reins are properly held. There is no dan- 
ger whatever of wounding the horſe, provided the edge 
of the blade is kept outwards agreeable to the drill in- 
ſtructions; or of its being impeded in moving either to 
the front or rear, if attention is paid not to croſs paral- 
lel to your front, till the point of the ſword is brought 
above the level of the ſhoulder. Too much attention 
cannot be paid to theſe particulars, as on their obſerv- 
ance, the fafety of the animal and dexterity in the ex- 
erciſe of the ſabre in a great meaſure depend. The po- 
fittons of carry and lope ſwords are the ſame when on 
horſeback, as executed on foot. 


In performing the fix diviſions of movements, it is 
to be obſerved as an invariable rule in coming to the 
guard, to riſe in a ſmall degree in the ſtirrup, but 101 
clear of the ſaddle, and to return to the uſual ſeat on 
horſeback with the motion to lope ſwords. 


The aſſault and the different guards both to the front 


and rear have no particular variation from the foot 
practice, 


In the fourth diviſion, whether executed in line or 
ſpeed, the body is to be kept erect, and in either giving 
edge or point againſt infantry, the force muſt be de- 
rived from the motion of the arm, not from an inclina- 

tion of the body, the balance of which ſhould be pre- 


©. ſerved, otherwiſe the horſeman becomes expoſed to the 


thruſt 
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thruſt of a bayonet at the inſtant his poſition renders 
him incapable of parrying it. 


In giving point to the front, the toe of the left foot 
muſt be turned in to the horſe's ſide, and the heel out, 
otherwiſe it will be impoſſible to bring the left ſhoulder 
and elbow in the direction required in the firſt mo- 
tion, which conſiſts in placing them in a line with the 
horſe's bead. 


The ſame rule muſt be obſerved in cutting to the 
rear. Whatever movement is made, whether applied 
to cavalry or infantry, the balance of the body muſt be pre- 
ſerved by means of the knees and thighs without throwing 
the weight partially on either ſtirrup; as upon ſervice, 
horſes are very ſubject to ſlip through their girths, not- 
withſtanding every poſſible attention that may be paid 
to remedy the inconvenience ; therefore, if the balance 
is not preſerved, the ſaddle will turn and diſmount the 
rider, of which many fatal examples have occurred. 


* 


SWORD DRILL moving in CIRCLE. 


In order to apply ſkillfully in actual ſervice, the dif- 
ferent movements of the {word compriſed in this exer- 
ciſe, it will be abſolutely neceſſary to acquire a firm ſeat 
on horſeback. For this purpoſe the regiment muſt be 
trained by the riding-maſter in ſquads of eighteen or 
| F twenty 
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twenty men, to perform the exerciſe in à correct ſeat, 
when moving round a circle in a hand gallop. The 
preciſe poſition conſiſts in placing the foot ſo far into 


the ſtirrup, as to bring the inner part of the ball of the 
foot on the outer rim of the ſtirrup iron. 


From the hip bone downwards, the leg and thigh are 
to be turned round to the ſaddle, the knee joint nearly 
ſtraight, the toes turned well in, and the heels ſunk as 
low as they will admit of. According to theſe inſtruc- 
tions, the knee and thigh will have ſo firm a gripe of 
the ſaddle, that neither the loſs of a ſtirrup, or any 
ſudden motion of the animal, can ſhake the rider from 
his poſition. The belly and cheſt are to be brought 
forward, whilſt the points of the ſhoulders are preſſed 
back, and the head carried well up. The only mo- 
tion of the body below the faddle, is to be derived 
from the inſtep, and above it from the ſmall of the 
back. Attention muſt be paid in every particular to 
the rules laid down for the ſoldier's poſition on horſe- 
back, as omiſſion in any point would prevent his ever 
acquiring a firm ſeat. Great care ſhould likewiſe be 
taken that the heels are ſunk well down, otherwiſe the 
balance of the body, which ought to be thrown back- 


wards, will be brought forward, when a ſudden halt is 
liable to diſplace the rider. 


The length öf the ſlirrups will be fitted to the under 
part of the inner ancle bone. 


As in this mode of practice there are no fleugelmen, 
the motions are not required to be executed ſo exattly 
together, 
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together, the object being principally to attain a corre&- 
neſs of execution, and a firm poſition on horſeback. 


The different movements will at firſt be executed by 
word of command at a walk, and the ſquad is not to be 
made to gallop, until they have acquired a confirmed 
ſeat, and execute their motions with ſpirit and preciſion. 


When they perform in a gallop, the pace is to. be re- 
gulated by order, and after every diviſion of movements 
to be brought from the gallop to the trot, then to the 
walk, and finally to be halted. 


Attention muſt be paid that the horſe leads with the 
proper leg, and the practice ſhould be equally directed 
to the left and right. | 


Want of exaQneſs either in the poſition of indivi- 
duals or the execution of the exerciſe, muſt be promptly 
corrected; and frequently it will be neceſſary to halt 


perſon who may require it. 


As the exerciſe in circle is ſevere for the horſes, much 
is left to the diſcretion and. judgment of the drill officer, 
who is required to pay great attention in this reſpect, 
and particularly in the forming of heavy cavalry. 


The diſtance of a horſe's length is to be preſerved 
between each file. 
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The SIX Aristo es of MOVEMENTS 
Performed in Speed. 


As ſoon as the ſquad is able to perform the exerciſe 
moving in circle, let them execute the ſame in ſpeed 
upon a right line. For which purpoſe draw up the ſquad 
in a rank entire at the extremity of a range of two hun- 
dred yards; the drill officer placing himſelf at the inter- 
- mediate diſtance, where he will be beſt able to ſee and 
correct their movements. | | 7 


Only one man is to perform at the ſame time : they 
will all execute individually the ſix diviſions, beginning 
with the firſt, which they are to repeat till the ſquad 
has rode paſt as many times as may be requiſite to con- 
firm them in the perfect execution of the motions and 
management of the horſe. As each man concludes his 
diviſion of movements, he is to form at the oppoſite 
end of the range from whence he ſet off, and fronting 
the remainder of the party. 


It will frequently be found neceſſary for the drill off - 
cer to ride by the fide of the perſon performing the di- 
viſion, in order to regulate the pace, which ſhould ne- 
ver exceed three quarters ſpeed, at the ſame time to 
correct the rider's poſition on horſeback, and inſure 
preciſion in the different movements; as on no account 
is the ſmalleſt deviation to be admitted in the mode of 
practice pointed out for performing the exerciſe in line. 
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RUNNING a the RING. 


HAVING acquired a firm ſeat on horſeback and cor- * 


rectneſs in the execution of the ſword exerciſe with the 
horſe in ſpeed; the next qualification requiſite, is to at- 
tain preciſion in the application of the point and the edge. 


Running at the ring is adapted for the particular pur- 
poſe of training the ſwordſman to carry his point with. 
certainty to any given ſpace, which muſt be the reſult 
of repeated habit and long practice. | 


The mode of practice conſiſts in giving point through 
a ring, which is ſuſpended at the degree of height which 
cavalry is ſuppoſed to occupy. p 


The ring is to be made of metal, and to meaſure in 
diameter five inches, the inner circle to be four inches, 


and the depth one quarter. This is the largeſt ſize | 


which ought to be employed, and is only adapted to 
beginners, who muſt be progreſſively led in their prac- 
tice from large to ſmall rings, till they are enabled to 


give point with tolerable degree of certainty, within the 


diameter of a crown piece, 


In order to ſuſpend the ring at the height required, a 
machine will be neceſſary, the particular conſtruction 


of which will be exemplified in plate XXII. It will an- 


ſwer the purpoſe of placing the ring in all the different 
9 i directions 


; 
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directions in which it can be requiſite to apply the 
point. "FP 


This machine, which by way of diſtinction will be 
termed the ring poſt, muſt be placed in a ſituation where 
there is a tolerable even ſurface of ſeventy yards, allow- 
ing a' range of fifty, or five and fifty yards up to the 
ring, and fifteen beyond it, which will be more than 
ſpace ſufficient to check the moſt aukward horſe. 


In running at the ring there are two things to be ac- 
quired ; firſt, extreme preciſion in giving point; and 
ſecondly, great promptitude and dexterity in bringing 
the horſe to the right or left about. a 


The perſon who is to run at the ring, will place him- 
ſelf mounted at the extremity of the range, (and wien 
giving point to the front) oppoſite the ring. 


His bit rein muſt be drawn up ſhort, keeping it firm 
between his fore finger and thumb, in order that he 
may be-able to check his horſe within the ſhorteſt com- 
paſs poſſible; he muſt be ſeated in his ſaddle with his 
| ſword ſloped; the firſten paces he ought to move in a 
trot, and then put his horſe into a canter, taking care 
that he leads with his off leg, at the ſame time the rider 
will preſs on the ſtirrups ; by ſinking the heel and ſtrait- 
ening the knee, and bring his ſword in the poſition of 
Prepare to guard. As he approaches the ring, he muſt 
increaſe his ſpeed, ſo as to arrive at it with conſiderable 
rapidity ; when within fifteen yards, let him bring his 
ſword to the poſition of the guard, and finally to that 

| | | of 
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of giving point to the front the inſtant he is within diſ- 
tance to make the thruſt, This he muſt do, directing 
the point to the center of the circle, which by being car - 
ried elevated a little above the level of the hand, muſt 
neceſſarily cauſe the ring to fall down to the ſword 
mounting, provided the blade was properly directed. 


The moment the point has been given, come to the 
Sword arm protect; check the horſe and bring him to 
the right about in order to get on the antagoniſt's near 
fide before he can bring his own horſe round; the ad- 
vantages of which manceuvre will be obvious to perſons 
acquainted with the principles of ſkirmiſhing. 


Beginners are extremely apt to divide their attention 
in the direQion of the blade, between the point and the 
ring, which, almoſt to a certainty, makes them fail in 
the proper aim, the ſight being diſtracted between the 
two objects. | 


The mode that ought to be purſued, is to fix the at- 
tention entirely on the ring, and not to look in the leaſt 
to the poſition of the blade, which will always follow 
the direction of the ſight. * 


* In an attack of cavalry, no movement can be made without 
being in conſequence open to a retort. It therefore muſt be an 
1nvariable rule after making an offenfive movement, to come to 
the protection of the part expoſed thereby. If in paſſing your anta- 
goniſt, a thruſt or cut is made by you on the right, come immedi- 
ately after to the poſition of /word arm protect, and look well to the 
rear in that direction. If the movement is made to the left, 
then come to the protection of the bridle arm. 
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Whether in encountering your enemy, or in purſuing 
him, obſerve as an invariable rule, never to allow your 
horſe to be in a line parallel with his at the inſtant of 
attack, as it would expoſe your horſe's head unneceſſa- 
rily. Therefore in receiving your antagoniſt on the off 
fide, incline your horſe to the left, when within the 
diſtance of a couple of yards of each other, in order 
that your ſword-arm may meet him in a direct line. 
Whereas moving parallel, your horſe's head would have 
been the firſt point within reach of his ſabre. Upon 
the ſame principle, when in purſuit, turn your horſe in 

the oppoſite direction to that in which you come up with 
your enemy. It will be neceſſary to attend to the ſame 
mode of advancing, when running at the ring, or in 
giving edge. 


In giving point to the left, come with your horſe to 
the left about, and to the right about when giving to 
the right or front. 


The rules laid down for running at the ring in one 
direction, hold good with reſpect to the others, and the 
practice conſiſts in giving point againſt cavalry to the 
front, on the off and near ſides. Likewiſe againſt in- 
fantry, as practiſed at the foot-drill, with this difference, 
that in place of the ring, a ball formed of canvaſs or 
cloth, and ſtuffed with hay, muſt be placed at the 
height required for foot practice. 
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APPLICATION of the EDGE. 


PRECISION in the application of the edge is as ne- 
ceſſary, in acting againſt cavalry or infantry, as of the 
point. It therefore is requiſite to acquire correctneſs of 
execution by frequent praQtice, which in order to pre- 
ſerve the ſwords, muſt be addreſſed to ſubſtances of the 
leaſt reſiſtance. It will therefore be neceſſary to eſta- 
bliſh willow ſticks lately cut, on the top of which place 
a turnip, or any other ſubſtance of as little reſiſtance, 


and againſt which the edge of the ſword may be di- 
rected. 


It being impoſſible to furniſh in ſufficient quantities, 
wilt>ws of the height and ſize that are neceſſary, a ma- 
chime as deſcribed in plate XXII. will be found requi- 
ſite; by means of the edge poſt, a twig of ten or twelve 
inches will be in length fully ſufficient for the purpoſe 
of practice, as it is fitted into the top of the machine, 
which is made to fink, or rife to the degree of height 
required. The ſame range is to be allowed for this 
praQtice, as in running at the ring. The pace is to be 
regulated on a fimilar principle; firſt, trot ten paces 
with the ſword ſloped ; then canter, rife in the ſtirrups, 
and come to the prepare. When within twenty yards 
of the edge poſt, bring the ſword up to the guard; and 
make cut I. on the off-fide as ſoon as within reach of 
it, at the ſame inſtant prote& the ſword-arm, bring the 

ele horſe 
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| horſe upon his haunches, and turn him to the right 


about.*. 


In like manner muſt be praftiſed the fix cuts, and 
the one to the rear. The former are to be applied in 
the directions of the off and near ſide in front, 


Particular attention muſt be paid to the following in- 
ſtructions, relative to the mode of giving edge. 


Let the blade be ſharpened fix inches to the point, in 
order that you may be able to apply it with effect, and 
without this precaution, it may be difficult to judge how 
far the edge is carried correctly. 


It ſhould be remembered that little force is requiſite 
to produce effect from the application of the edge, if 
conducted with ſkill, and that, whether with a ſtraight 
ſword or ſcymitar blade, no cut can be made with effect 
or ſecurity, where the weapon does not at once free 
itſelf from the obje& to which it is applied; otherwiſe 
it muſt turn in the hand, and give a contufion rather 
than a cut; for which reaſons thoſe wounds are moſt 


, ſevere, which are made neareſt to the point. A ſwordſ- 


man cannot therefore be too accurate in judging the 


* Until greater attention is paid in the breaking and ſuppling 
of horſes than is at preſent ſhewn, caution will be required in 
making the ſharp turns pointed out in this drill practice. It is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to the ſervice of a light dragoon, that his 


| Horſe ſhould be ſupple and upon his haunches ; the principle holds 


good with reſpe& to the heavy cavalry, although the ſame rapidity 
of movement and exertion is not expected from their horſes. 


- diſtance 


* 


L 
diſtance within the reach of his weapon, which can 
alone be done by habit and ſtri& attention. 


With a ſcymitar, not more than four or five inches 
of the point ſhould meet your adverſary, and ſtill leſs 
with a ſtraight blade, whoſe conſtruction is by no means 
ſo well calculated for extricating itſelf, 


In coming to the poſition of the guard, direct the 
ſword-hand to the antagoniſt's left ear, or (in drill prac- 
tice) immediately to the object at which the cut is in- 
tended to be made; keeping the hand above the level 
of the ſhoulder : and as the hilt is to be a protection for 
the, head, at the. moment the blade is in the direction 
of making either a hry/? or cut, it ought never to be 
moved from the paſition pointed out, when acting againſt 
cavalry; and as the antagoniſt changes his ground, let 
the ſword-hand ſhift accordingly : But, ſhould he get 
round to the rear, then of courſe the guard muſt give 
way to the modes of protecting in that direction. 


Running at the ring, and giving edge, may be prac- 
tiſed together with various combinations, in order to 
increaſe the difficulty of execution, and thereby render 
the ſwordſman more expert in {kirmiſhing. This is to 
be done by placing edge polts at different diſtances on 
each fide of the range, to which the fix cuts may be 
applied on the right and left, whilſt moving in ſpeed to 
give point. 


Too much attention cannot be paid in attaining per- 
teQion in the leſſons of running at the ring, and giving 
| edge 
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edge againſt infantry and cavalry; as in theſe are united 
horſemanſhip, and every offenſive movement, which 
form the baſis of ſkirmiſhing. 


It is not merely the ready execution of all the offen- 
five and defenſive movements of this ſyſtem, as practiſed 
under a form of exerciſe, that will render a perſon a 
perfect ſwordſman. Therefore in order to become a 
maſter of the ſword, it will be neceflary to apply all its 
principles, by man oppoſing man, under certain limita- 
tions, in ſuch a way as to call forth every poſlible exer- 
tion of ſkill in individuals, both in what relates to 
horſemanſhip, and the uſe of the weapon; for which 
purpoſe the drill inſtructions will extend to the attack 
and defence; a mode of practice the beſt adapted to 
thoſe ſituations on actual ſervice, in which ſoldiers are 
moſt likely to be engaged; as it obliges them to think 
for themſelves, and to act independant of each other; 
which on ſervice are, in a body of light troops, ineſti- 
mable qualities. It likewiſe has the effect of training 
the horſes to quit the ranks readily, and the dragoons 
to manage them entirely with one hand; whereas at 
preſent they generally employ both, unaccuſtomed as 
they are to manceuvre with ſwords drawn. 
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PRIOR to the attack and defence the poſitions to be 
oppoſed the guard (as held preparatory to an offenſive. 
movement) ſhould be perfectly underſtood. This is to 
be acquired by the drill officer walking his horſe round 
his pupil in the fixt poſition termed the guard, when 
the recruit, being ſtationary, will adopt the conſequent 
poſitions : as, for example : Suppoſing the drill officer 
makes his approach from the rear on the near ſide, the 
poſition to meet this would be the bridle-arm protect; and 
as the officer advances, the blade is to be brought in a 
progreſſive degree to the hor/e near ſide protect; and from 
thence carried on to the guard, as the officer by going 
round the front arrives on the off- ſide. At this inſtant 
both are on the poſition termed the guard; but as the 
drill officer continues his round on the off- ſide, the dra- 
goon will turn his body and ſword-hand to the right, in 
proportion to the movement of the officer ; and when 
he can no longer preſerve his hand and right eye in a 
direct line with the left car of his antagoniſt, he muſt 
drop the point in a ſmall degree to the front, in order 
to come to the /twword-arm protect, without bringing the 
blade round the head. From the ſword-arm protect 
gradually raiſe the ſword to the Sr. George, and continue 
in that poſition turning the body to the rear, obſerving 
the movement of the officer until he arrives again on 
the near ſide, at which time (and not before) it will be 
ſafe to drop the blade into the poſition of brid/e-arm 
protect, from whence the leſſon commenced, 

From 
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From the foregoing example it muſt be obvious, 
that the changes of poſition in the recruit are move- 
ments adapted to meet the fixed guard of the drill 
officer, and that both the one and the other are only 


preparatory poſitions to offenſive movements, whilſt 
they afford protection at the moment. 


Tt will now be proper to point out the application of 
thoſe movements contained in the fix diviſions, by in- 
ſtructing the ſoldier in the principles of the attack and 
defence, and ſhewing him the different points of attack, 
and the retort to be made under the local ſituation of 
each movement, for which purpoſe he is to be ſeated 
on his horſe, and to remain ſtationary, in order to re- 
ceive the attack of the drill officer, who will ride round 
him making the different movements, offenſive, repeat- 
ing, at the ſame time, the poſitions requiſite to be 
adopted for defence, which repetition may be omitted 
as ſoon as the eye and execution of the dragoon are ſuffi- 
ciently quick to render it unneceſſary. 


He is to be trained equally to attack, as to defend, 
and as ſoon as a ſquad is formed, they may be drawn 
up in two ranks, in order that the rear and front rank 
men may attack each other alternately, after which the 
practice will extend to the attack and defence in ſpeed. 


At the beginning the drill officer will find it difficult 
to enforce a correct execution of the guards and cuts, 
it being frequently a fault with beginners to forget the 
principles of drill practice, the moment the attention 
becomes divided ; for which reaſon more than uſual care 

\ muſt 
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muſt be taken, to ſee that there is no deviation from 
the ſyſtem, which requires the arm to be kept perfectly 
ſtraight, in order that the wriſt alone may act. The 
edge to be correctly carried, and the protects made with 
the thumb ſo placed as to oppoſe the back of the blade 
to the movements of the antagoniſt. It ſhould be an 
invariable rule not to ſuffer an adverſary to diſengage 
his blade immediately after a parry, unleſs it be to direct 
an offenſive movement, in which caſe (except he makes 
a feint) by parrying in the oppoſite direction there is 
a certainty of meeting his blade. 


Whenever a regiment is perfectly formed to the uſe 
of the ſword, all /praQtice in the modes of attack 'and 
defence may be executed with the flat and back of the 
blade in place of the edge. -But in the firſt inſtance, it 
will be requiſite for the men to be inſtructed to carry 
the edge, for which reaſon the blades of a corps may 
be preſerved by appropriating a certain number of 
ſwords to be made uſe of alone at the drill. 


If men are taught in early practice to carry correctly 
the edge in performing the ſix cuts, there is little dan- 
ger of their being miſled by their applying the flat of 
the blade in the attack, particularly as the practice they 
muſt neceſſarily have in running at the edge poſt, will 
be ſufficient to confirm them in the means of carry- 
ing an edge whenever it is requiſite to do ſo; however 
ſhould 'any perſon be found ſufficiently aukward to re- 
quire his being brought back to the drill practice to 
become correct in giving edge, it can eaſily be done. 
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+ ..,, ATTAck and DEFENCE in Line. 


- - OFFENSIVE: | | DEFENSIVE. | 
5 Cut J. at the horſe's | The defence is, near 
head on the near ſide. fide protect. 

Cut II. at the horſe's | Horſe, off ſide protect 
head on the off. ſide. . 
Cut I. at the adverſarys Left protect, and re- 


nee Is turn cut III. at the anta- 
Parry cut III. by fink- goniſt's wriſt. 
ing the a 1 6 N | 


Cut 1, at the thigh or |. Right protect, reſting 
body on the off ſide. the hilt of the ſword on 
the knee, when return 


W cut VI. by Bs cut VI. at the adverſary” 8 
78 . 2 neck. 


TY * It may in ſome inflayees be oe exnatiient to carry the 
hanging guard round from the near fide protect to afford a protec- 
tion againſt cut II, at the horſe on the of fide; but it would then 
be found extremely difficult to come to the left pratect in time, if 
after making cut II. at the horſe, the antagoniſt ſhould cut I. at 
the rider's face; and if the latter cut is parried with the point 
downward, the horſeman uſing ſuch guard cannot retort without 
his blade firſt taking a circular motion, during which he is expoſed 
to cut II. In addition to the above objections, it would confine 
cavalry too much to a defenſive plan, whereas their chief utility 
and ſafety conſiſt in vigorous and ſyſtematic attack. : 
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. OFFENSIVE. ,, DEFENSIVE. l 
Make cut I. at he Come tothe ſword-arm 1 
ſword arm. 7 protect. 5 | FE! 
| [1 110 

Cut II. at the bridle- Bridle-arm protect.“ 9 
arm from the rear. 0 
Give point at the back, Left parry. | I! 
near fide. | 00 
Cut I. at the back of | Left prote&. i | 


the head, near fide. 


— oo ood 


Cut II. at the face, near | Right protect. 


ſide. 
Cut I. at the horſe's Horſe near fide protect, 
head, on the near ſide. and as the adverſary moves 
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forward, return cut VI. at 
his ſword arm, at the ſame 
time preſs your horſe up 


to his near ſide and give 1 

him the point, by which =] 
the attack is changed, þ 
% | and he in his turn be- "8 

comes on the defenſive. ; 


* In changing from the ſword-arm protect to the bridle-arm. pro- 
teR, preſs the horſe with the left leg, which will throw his croup 
round, and by this means deprive your antagoniſt of that advan- 
tage of attacking you in the rear, which he would otherwiſe poſſeſs. 


+ Upon the firſt motion of giving point being made by the ad- 
verſary, drop from the en protect to the poſition requiſite 


for parrying. 
G It 
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It is to be underſtood that every movement, from 
whichſoever quarter it may proceed, is made immediately 
from the poſition preceding it, without firſt coming 
to the guard between the motions. 


Pursvir on the N EAR SIDE. 


To be executed firſt in a Walk and finally in Speed. 


ATTACK. | ' DEFENCE. 
Guard, || Bridle arm protect. 
Right give point at the Left parry. 
ſmall of the back. 
Cut I. at the back of | Left prote&, near ſide. 
the head. | 

Cut II. at the face. Right protect, near ſide. 


Cut I. at the horſe's | Horſe near fide protect. 
head on the near ſide. 


1 


After parrying the cut directed at the horſe's head 
on the near fide, return cut VI. at the antagoniſt's ſword- 
arm, recovering your blade round. the head in the 
firft poſition of giving point to the front, preſſing your 
horle at the ſame inſtant up to the adverſary's near 


fide, and give him point, which places him in his turn 
"= : | on 
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on the defenſive, when the ſame movements are to be 
repeated, as cach alternately becomes the purſuer, 
fl _ The perſon purſued muſt be attentive in checking the 
pace of his horſe; in order to enable his purſuer to 


come eaſily up with him; otherwiſe the object of prac- 

tice would be fruſtrated, and in place of its being a 
leſſon of inſtruction, it would be a trial of ſpeed between 
the horſes. | 
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METHOD or INSTRUC TI 
IN CLASSES. 


= E whole of the Drill Iuſtructious are to be com- 

municated to each perſon of the ſquad individually, 
for which reaſon it is neceſſary to eſtabliſh Claſſes, and 
Degrees of progreſs in each Claſs, into which men are to 
be removed according to the — they make in 
the exerciſe. 


There are to be three claſſes, and in each claſs three 
degrees of progreſs. 


Taz FirsT {or youngeſt CLASS compriſes the in- 
ſtructions neceſſary for the foot drill, which are divided 
as follows: 


2 Degree. The Cuts. 


2d Degree, The guards and cuts performed n 
to drill practice. 


15 


LE E013 
3d Degree: The ſword exerciſe performed by word of 
, | command and fleugelman. 


— 


— —ñ— 


Tux Second CLass directs the exerciſe on horſe- 
back. | oth yas, 


1. Degree Conſiſts in the opening of ranks, taking 
| diſtance of files, and * the 
ſword exerciſe in line. 


2d Degree. The exereiſe moving in circle. 3 


34 Degree. The exerciſe performed in ſpeed. 


* 


; * 5 
Tux Trird CLass is a general application of the 
whole ſyſtem. | 


1/ Degree. Running at the ring, and giving edge. 
2d Degree. The attack and defence in line. 


23d Degree, The attack and defence in ſpeed, 


DIRECTIONS ro be obſerved with aer to 
the DkrILLs, 


The moſt active men, and beſt riders of a regi- 


ment, are to be inſtructed in the ford exerciſe, 


without regard to their being non- commiſſioned officers 
5 
o | G 3 As 


o 
* 
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As in the iſt and ad degree of the firſt claſs, inſtrue- 
tion is to be given individually to each perſon of the 
ſquad; the ſquads are never to exceed in number ſix 
men; but in order that a regiment may be formed with 
the leaſt delay, ſquad officers muſt be provided in pro- 
portion to the exertion intended, which may be readily 
done by means of keeping a conſtant ſucceſſion in the 
degrees of the firſt claſs, upon the principle of compound 

- multiplication.” 


The following mode of employing three men of a 
ſquad, the moſt forward in each degree, is therefore to 
be followed. | 


Fd 


The firft man of a ſquad, who acquires a correct exe- 
cution of the ſix cuts, is to be immediately appointed 
to begin the inſtruction of 7hree others of the regiment. 


The ſecond man to inſtruct wo. 
* I * | 
The third man to inſtruQ one. 


They are to be kept thus employed until the remain- 
ing three men of their original ſquad are completed in 
the 1/ degree ; the whole fix (being the original ſquad) 
will then be removed to the degree following, leaving 
fix others of their own training far advanced in their 
knowledge of the fix cuts, and among whom one man 
will always be found capable of inſtructing the reſt of 
the ſquad. 


| Upon 


- * 
? 
4 | L 


of inſtruction to be conveyed, by which means the 
three men mol aduanced of each degree will be conſtantly 
bringing forward double their number, whilſt the auk- 
ward men of their reſpective ſquads are attaining the 
ſame degree of knowledge with themſelves. 


A regiment having the foundation of en formed 
-ſwordſmen will enter on the inſtruction of ſixty, which 
ſixty men, according to the aforeſaid ſyſtem of progreſ- 
ſive drilling, will have inſtruQed the like number by the 
time they are themſelves required to mount. 


The inſtructions contained in the firſt claſs muſt be 
perſevered in with as little interruption as poſſible ; the 
rudiments being eaſily forgotten if not cloſely attended 
to; for which reaſon, men of the rf claſs ſhould be 
exempted from all duties of fatigue and drill, which 


might otherwiſe interfere with their hours of practice. 
| | Fs 


The ſame unremitting attention is not neceſſary with 


reſpect to the other claſſes. 


Ten days will complete men in the r daſr—allow- 


ing them to be drilled morning and evening, two hours 
each time. 


The ſecond claſs will require a fortnight to perſett 
them for the third claſs, adhering to three hours drill 


per day. 


The third claſs ſhould be perfectly completed in a 
fortnight more, by two hours drill per day only. 
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T a review or inſpection of a regiment of cavalry, 
the exerciſe of the ſword is (after the regiment 
has marched paſt and formed) to precede the evolutions, 
and is compriſed in the following movements. 


1. be Six Diviſions performed in Line. 
II. The Six Diviſions in Speed. 
Ill. The Attack and Defence i in Line. 

< The Aach and 8 in S * 
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THE fword exerciſe nerformed in line, will be exe- 
cuted by the whole regiment, and the other movements 
by only one diviſion from each ſquadron. 
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I. The 


. P V 1 F E * 4 i , 17 9 
« ; ad — * ; ws 
X S 8 $ ; | l 
1 : . 1 U "> 9 . » : 
| * 
＋ 1 * : r A 
n 21 2 | ; SY 6 77 1 
Fo. —_ 1 b . * 
- * 0 - 4 ” 


Plate 29 


S 
*® , 


22 — 


. H Np 1.40 
Dn} Hit ann HE PROP . ,- it a, = -. ve, PULL SUH8H1P? HT, 
| FX 
Ja in gj PUP YORRW Hf 4144 PRUNIO £91114 PUP 
ate Ot2g HOT OY HO8XIT IL ani HL, SHAT 04} OUNELA ai ,,jꝭõ FINGM SUAELANT UT, 


— 


1 


— D. — DD ——— — ꝑ— — ũꝗ— — — — — — 


oN 
nuf ut n νẽ,L-̊/f an HELOLLNY 0} 443410 UL, , YL, 40 ringt BR iind PRI M f UT, 
| CoN 
rum: ,t] 119} JO HCL int PRULLOL Sue, di YM HHH} Ut i HS 
* oN 
A LVI I AUOLVNVI ANA | 
222 
— —— „ U! e 8 — — — ſn 4 


: rex | IG 

in — n 

i 2 
| 
1 f 
| [ 

\ 
| r= - * = 
2 2 — — 

| 123 — — — — 13 = = —— 
| EN TN 
ll EY | a 4 

gg abνẽ 6% 9}T 


+ 


4 
- 


F, 


o 
- 
*4 
9323 


"= 
. 


* 


33 


= us 
» & 4 


—— —— — 


A2 


— — — = Ne ð S — 


—— 


— 


3 09 OR ly 


—— 


: 


[ ] 

+ 1 * „ * 

oc © + ror or Foy 4 2 — © 5 , . „ 44 
L * a 44 493 2 175 * 


= The 5x vrvxIoNs + . ; LINE. 


7 7 : 
a $. 


IT is vot — 4 berein to ſpecify the words of 
command, requiſite to be given in order to put a re- 
giment through the exerciſe ; as the opening of ranks, 
and doubling of files, are according to the mode laid 
down in the drill. practice, and the whole being exe- 
cuted by. fleugelman, the- commanding officer will 
have only to particularize each diviſion of movement, 
after which he will form up the doubling files, and cloſe 


he ” 
® 
- 
— . 
— 


II. The SIX DIVISIONS 2 SPEED. 


Words of Command. The ranks being cloſed, the 
Devious, to the diviſions are to be formed by thoſe 
Front form. men who are previouſly appoint- 


ed in each ſquadron, moving 
March. forward on the march, forming at 
three horſes lengths in front of 
their reſpective ſquadrons, and 
dreſſing by the right. | 


In order to perform the exerciſe in ſpeed, it will be 
requiſite to form the four diviſions in two lines on each 
Hank of the regiment, with the whole fronting inwards. 
The two diviſions of the left wing will be drawn up 
oppofite to the intervals ot the diviſions upon the right, 

and 
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18 
and one ſubaltern will accompany each diviſion. The 
range between the two lines ſhould not be leſs than one 
hundred and fifty yards, and the diſtances of the divi- 
fions ſufficiently great, to guard againſt any poſlibility of 
the oppoſing ne ng 3 each 1 1 


W Words of Command. - The Bone ban formed in 
TTY front of the line and told off in 
Rol, by threes * ranks by threes, the commanding 
outwards. officer will direct them to wheel 
March. outwards, and upon the word 
march, the two diviſtons of the 
right wing will wheel to the right, 
and thoſe of the left in the oppo- 
| ite direction. As ſoon as they 
* Dreſs. are halted, they will again get the 
a words march and trot, on which 
they will trot off beyond the flanks 
of the regiment, and wheel into 

their new alinement. 


As each divifion arrives on its 
ground, it 1s to halt, and wait for 


U the commanding officer's order to 
Wheel uh. wheel up. 


Halt, Dreſs. When thus formed, the divi- 
fion of the third ſquadron will be 
oppoſite the interval of the two 
right diviſions, with the fourth di- 
viſion upon its left. 


On 


FRY -- 

Words of Command. On receiving the caution to per- 
err form in ſpeed, the right and left 
Hates the fix divi- file of the front rank will move 
on of movements forwards a horſe's length in front 
od vcr of their reſpective diviſions, to be 
in readineſs to ſpring forward up- 
on the diviſion being ſpecified “; 
at the ſame time the flanks are to 
be kept complete, by paſſaging 

from the center of the rank. 


Firſt Diviſion. The advanced files of each di- 
viſion will have their horſes well 
in hand, and at the word Diviſion, 
move forward at an eaſy gallop, 
increaſing their ſpeed gradually: 
each file is to direct his horſe in a 
right line to the front. Thoſe of 

the right wing, on arriving at the 
extremity of the range, will form 
to the rear of the third and fourth 
dividions, whilſt thoſe of the left 
wing will form in the intervals; 
by which means, when the exer- 
ciſe is completed, the four diviſi- 


ons will be immediately oppoſite 
each other . 


* As the diviſions are to be performed in rotation, the trumpet 
may be ſubſtituted for the word cf command. 


The officers will accompany the laſt file of their diviſions upon 
all occaſions. | 


Attention 
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Attention muſt be paid to regu- 
late the ti me requiſite between 
each motion, according to che 


extent of ground, as every divi- 

ſion of movement ſhould begin 
and conclude at the oppoſite ex- 
tremity of the range. 


The whole are executed accord- 
ing to the directions given for 


performing the firſt diviſion, 


* 0 - 


III. The ' ATTACK and DEFENCE i LINE. 


Diviſions, 
Wheel inwards, 


March. 


Halt, Dreſs. 


Lg 


As ſoon as the ſword exerciſe 
has been performed in ſpeed, the 
commanding officer will wheel 
the diviſions inwards, in order to 
attack and defend 1n line. 


On the word march, the diviſi- 
ons will wheel, forming two lines 


' fronting the general; the dreſſing 


will finally be by the right, it will 
then be requiſite to extend the 


front of each diviſion for the pur- 


poſe of giving the neceſſary diſ- 


tance between the files; there- 
fore 


Words of Command. 


* 
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fore on being directed to . 


| the front, the inner flank files will 


To the center extend turn their horſes fronting inwards 


Pour front, 
| March, 


center of the range, and inſtantly 


and on the word march, move 
forward at an caſy gallop, to the 


form up, the files taking their dil- 
tance from the ſtanding flank ; 
the rear rank men will keep with 


their front files, and cover them 


Rear ranks by files, 
to the right about 
1 Urn * 


March. 


Forwards, 


Halt, front. 


Attack and defence of 


the front line. 


exactly when formed: The divi- 


ſions are to dreſs by the right, 


forming two lines, one in the 
rear of the other. 


The rear rank will be put to 


the right about in order to take 


the diſtance of four horſes lengths 
to the rear, 


The rear files will preſerve their 
diſtances in marching to the rear, 
ſo as to cover their front rank 
men when fronted. 


From this period the ſecond line 
is to ſtand faſt till the front has 
gone through the whole attack 


and defence, and is again wheeled 


back to its former ground, 


The 


Words of Command. 


* 3 


AA rn 
Rear ranks, 


March. 


Prepare to guard. 


Guard. 


(4). 

dineſs to move forward; and on 
the word march being given will 
advance in line at a walk, direct- 
ing their horſes to the near ſide 
of their front rank men. 


The whole of both ranks will 
come to the prepare, on receiving 
the word to do ſo from the com- 
manding officer, who will give it 
when within the diſtance of ſix 


yards from each other, and they 


are to be brought immediately at- 


terwards to the guards applicable 


to their reſpective ſituations, 


On being ordered to guard, the 
rear rank will guard to the front, 
and the front files come to the pro- 
tection of their bridle arms.— 
The attack is to commence as in 
purſuit, by the rear rank giving 
point on the near fide, when they 
will execute the different offen- 
five and defenſive movements 
pointed out in drill practice for 
the near ſide, and likewiſe thoſe 
of the off-fide, as far as cut I. “ at 
the ſword- arm, which being par- 


* See page 80. 


ried 
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Words of Command. ried, cut VI. is to be returned at 


Li 


Front rank, 
March, 


Prepare to Guard. 
Guard. 


the ſword-arm of the rear files, - 
who are to retire guarding them- 
ſelves in that direQion, at the 


- diſtance of a horſe's length, be- 
fore they flope ſwords. When 


the rear rank arrives on its for- 
mer ground, it will halt, and wait 
for the word to come about. 


Both ranks will go to the right 
about, at which time the front 
files will face each other. 


The front rank will move to the 
attack of their rear rank men, di- 
reQing their horſes to the off fide. 


At the diſtance pointed out in 
the former attack, both ranks will 


be brought to the prepare to guard, 
and then the Guard. 


The attacking of the rear rank 
is to commence with cut II. at the 
horſe's head on the off ſide, when 
all the movements in which they 
have already been inſtructed, are 


to be correctly executed, con- 


* By ſingle files to the right about. 


cluding 


A 7 


cluding with making eut I. on the 


near fide at the horſe, and receiy- 


ing cut VI. at the ſword - arm. 


"24, e 


Rear rank take clo fe 
order. | 
| March, 


Cloſe your files. 
March. 


+ Threes about, 
Wheel outwards. 


Halt, Front. 


March. 


guarding the ſword-arm till at 
the diſtance of a horſe's length, 
when they will come to the poſi- 
tion of ſlope ſwords, and halt as 
ſoon as arrived on their ground. 


The attack and defence of the 
firſt line being ended, the rear 
rank will be moved up, and the 


files cloſed. 


The diviſions will cloſe to their 
outward flanks, in order to be 
wheeled up to their former front. 


The ſecond line is in its turn to attack and defend, 
which being done, the files are to be cloſed, the divi- 
fions wheeled up on their own ground and fronted, 
drefling by thoſe of the firſt line, where they will be 
ready to commence their attack in ſpeed, 


IV. 7. be 
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IV. The ATTACK and DEFENCE in 
| SPEED. | 


IHE attack and defence in ſpeed will confiſt of the 
diviſions filing ſucceſſively paſt the general; the front 
and rear files attacking and defending alternately, which 
having done, they will return by the rear of the regi- 
ment to their places in ſquadron. 


—_—_ 


Words of Command. ON receiving the order to at- 
dd tack and defend in ſpeed, the firſt 
diviſion of the right wing will file 

from its left by two's, the rear file 
commencing the attack on the 
front file, according to the mode 
pointed out in drill practice. 


Right wing, by your They are to move at a pace ra- 
72 4 attack and de- ther exceeding half ſpeed, taking 
2 March, care to ride in a right line to the 
oppoſite end of the range, where 

the attack will ceaſe ; their ſwords 

are immediately to be ſloped, the 

files to dreſs, and at a gentie trot 

wheel round the right flank of 

the regiment to their places in 

ſquadron. The files will ſucceed 

H each 
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each other at the diſtance of five 
horſes lengths, till both diviſions 
of the right wing have ſueceſſively 
rode palt the General. 


Attention muſt be paid, that 
they all move off from the ſame 
ground which is pointed out by. 
the leading files. | 


o 


Left wing, by your The diviſions of the left wing 
right attack and de- vill file off from the right, and are 
* M WES in their turn to obſerve the rules 
laid down for the diviſions pre- 
ceding, with this difference, that 
as their courſe is to be left, they 
will wheel round the left wing of 
the regiment to their places in 
ſquadron. 


J. G. L. . 
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